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Minutes 

Historic Properties Study Committee 

Public Hearing on an ordinance designating the Thomas Lyman House, 105 

Middlefield Rd., Durham, a Local Historic Property 

13 October 2016 

7 p.m. 

Durham Public Library 

 

1. Chairman Diana McCain called the public hearing to order at 7:02 p.m. 

2. Roll Call  

o Members of the Historic Properties Study Committee Present: Diana McCain, 

Duncan Milne, Mary Elizabeth Taylor, Clay Howe, Rose Tomelzewski 

o Members of the HPS Committee Absent: Norm Jason, Colleen Darnell, John 

Darnell, Jim McLaughlin. 

3. Seating of Alternates: Diana McCain moved to seat Rose Tomelzewski, 

Duncan Milne seconded. All voted aye. 

4. Approval of Agenda: Duncan Milne motioned to approve the agenda, Mary 

Elizabeth Taylor seconded. All voted aye. 

5. Diana McCain read the Call to Public Hearing 

6. Diana McCain moved to open the public hearing at 7:06 p.m., Duncan Milne 

seconded. All voted aye. 

 

Clay Howe remembered the Lyman Family Reunion several years back which 

included a tour of the Thomas Lyman House. He stated the house is 

architecturally significant, the family is an important part of the community’s 

history and fabric, and felt this designation would protect the property, enhance 

the Historic District, and benefit the town of Durham. 

 

Diana McCain pointed out the property is on the National Register of Historic 

Places, is on the State Register of Historic Places, and is the oldest surviving 

Lyman house in Durham.  There is a conservation easement on the property. The 

Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation supports designating the house as a 

Local Historic Property. The Durham Planning and Zoning Commission is on 

record at its October 5, 2016, meeting unanimously approving a resolution that 

“the Commission has no objection to local historic property designation and 

approves the report of the [Local Historic Property] Commission.”  The owners 

are on record as supporting the Local Historic Property designation. 

 



Owners Frank and Rose Tomaszewski were present to state that they sought the 

Local Historic Property designation to protect the property from further 

development. 

  

7. Diana McCain moved to close the public hearing at 7:14 p.m. Duncan Milne 

seconded. All voted aye. 

8. Diana McCain moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 pm. Duncan seconded. 

All voted aye. 

 

Submitted by Diana McCain, October 14, 2016 

 


