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Roadside Management Task Force Meeting
7:00pm Monday, MARCH 16, 2015
2" Floor Conference Room, Town Hall

Minutes

1. Call to order and roll call

a.
b.

Present. Mark Shadle, Claudia White, Michael Bisceglia, Tina Hurlbert
Missing: Joanne Nytch

2. Approval of Agenda - unanimous

3. Approval of Minutes from last meeting - unanimous

4. Old Business

a.

b.

e.

Joanne awaiting response from Jen Keogh, administrative assistant; 860
349-8253; jkeogh@townofdurhamct.org; and/or Kurt Bober from Public Works
Mark is investigating grant from NRCS (National Resource Conservation
Service)

i. Spoke with Javier, does not know of any grants at this point in time but

to check back periodically

ii. Mike will see Andy Pressman and check with him this weekend
Mike is contacting Martin from Davis, California for more information regarding
their successful weed management program (not able to get in touch)

i. No contact made
Claudia is getting further information on appropriate groundcovers to utilize for
weed control from the National Wildflower Society and the Cooperative
Extension Service
Tina will obtain day sheets from town hall Public Works - yes

5. New Business

a.

b.

Analysis of Day Sheets:
i. April to end of August 2014
ii. Compiled list of work descriptions & phrases that included: weeding,
mowing, spraying, treating, poison ivy, brush, sight lines, trimming,
paving, prepping for chip sealing, chip sealing, clearing catch basin
iii. Totalled number of hours detailed
More questions that cannot be answered:
i. How many spraying hours?
ii. “Worked on Haddam Quarter” not any detail - mowing? Zimmerman
7/7-7/9
iii. Weed Killer applied - where not always specific
iv. Weed killer applied - quantity never noted
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v. What do workers get for breaks? Do they clock in and out? Not
according to break sheets
vi. What does “Paved” include - prepping, spraying, etc?
vii. What is the full-time complement of workers for Public Works?
viii. Is there a set number of additional hires for the summer months?
c. Of note: one worker sprayed an entire day, called out sick following day
d. Next meeting: April 6, 2015

Status-Quo

Do nothing - no spraying whatsoever
Aggressive weed whacking

Burning

Hoeing

Pulling out Poison lvy by roots

Planting dense groundcover for weed suppression
When Needed: One of Organic Products
- BurnOut Organic Weed Control
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuJO9KaeOIQ

$209/5 gallon will cover % acre in broadcast application
get 2 5-gallons and try it out

6. Public Comment
7. Adjourn

The Roadside Maintenance Task Force (RMTF) shall research safe, efficient and cost
effective methods of maintaining roadways, roadsides and town property that may minimize
and/or eliminate the use of hazardous chemicals. The RMTF shall report its findings to the
Board of Selectmen at a regularly scheduled meeting no later than November 10, 2014.

Submitted by Tina Hurlbert
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