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Roadside Management Task Force Meeting
7:00pm Monday, MARCH 2. 2015
2" Floor Conference Room, Town Hall

Agenda
1. Call to order and roll call
a. - Mike Bisceglia, Claudia White, Joanne Nytch, Tina Hurlbert present

2. Approval of Agenda - unanimous approval
3. Approval of Minutes from last meeting - unanimous approval

4. Old Business
a. Joanne awaiting response from Jen Keogh, administrative assistant; 860
349-8253; jkeogh@townofdurhamct.org; and/or Kurt Bober from Public Works
on:
b. Can we get receipts for the sprays — RoundUp and Vacate? No records
c. Does spraying of Poison lvy get contracted out or is that done in house?
Municipal Poison Ivy spraying done in-house by Public Works;
School spraying done contracted out
d. Actual people hours - not specifically logged - no way to know how much time
spent weed whacking, pulling, removing, spraying
e. Mark is investigating grant from NRCS (National Resource Conservation
Service)
f. Mike is contacting Martin from Davis, California for more information regarding
their successful weed management program (not able to get in touch)
g. Claudia is getting further information on appropriate groundcovers to utilize for
weed control from the National Wildflower Society and the Cooperative Extension Service
h. Brainstormed benefits of Scythe vs Finalsan
- Scythe - fatty acid, Pethargoric Acid and petroleum component; absorbs leaf
tissue, not bark of plant. Will get more use out of this product, has some burn
down, cumulative effect? Used in spring, summer, and rainy season; can dilute 2-10%; diluted
will make 25 gallons at 10% strength. Range of use better. F/U on getting information on
toxicity of chemicals in Scythe
i. Can we use grant money to buy supplies and equipment
5. Discussion

6. New Business
a. Does Public Works have protective suits, goggles for chemical applications?
b. Mark Mark is investigating grant from NRCS (National Resource Conservation
Service)
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d. We do not know how many people are tasked to use x gallons of roundup during the
season, how many hours are being spent on roadside maintenance, what does that
mean comprehensively; cannot do cost analysis b/c nobody from department is
forthcoming with real data. Public Works assistant said it was too time consuming to
tally hours off time sheets.

e. Email from Kurt 10/6/2014: “If requested, I'm sure the administrative assistant can tally the
hours. My first uneducated guess would be approx. 40 hrs. In the month of May. Approx 60 hours in
the month of June. And another 60 hours in July.”

f. Address the cultural shift
g. Claudia - online research
h. Can we replace Glyphosate with , propose hand-pulling poison ivy, on a test
site,
i. Cost analysis based on 10 gallons roundup, 20 gallons vacate, 160 hours (if 1 person
$x, or how much?)
j- Get clarification on 160 man hours for work - is that one person? Two? Three? Cost?
k. Get day sheets for April-August - at a standstill b/c hard to provide alternatives and
comparison w/o additional information - to Laura, Kurt, Janet Keogh, cc group; get
more comprehensive look at person hours in order to be able to come up with a dollar
amount.
If we can come up with a plan or gradual process, we could be the first to roll this out.
. This could be a redeeming factor for our town’s reputation.
Would Andy come and speak?
What kind of proposal? Presentation?
Ask for the budget line items for Roadside Management - in budget online, not broken
down further
Scythe MSDS sheet http://www.cdms.net/LDat/mp9L9002.pdf
MA - Right of Way Spray - must notify w/GIS maps and rationale for spraying
7.) Public Comment
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8.) Adjourn

The Roadside Maintenance Task Force (RMTF) shall research safe, efficient and cost
effective methods of maintaining roadways, roadsides and town property that may minimize
and/or eliminate the use of hazardous chemicals. The RMTF shall report its findings to the
Board of Selectmen at a regularly scheduled meeting no later than November 10, 2014.

Submitted by Tina Hurlbert

Reference to email from Kurt Bober:
Subject: Answers to your questions from kurt bober


http://www.cdms.net/LDat/mp9L9002.pdf

Date: Monday, October 6, 2014, 5:04 PM

Sorry for the inconvenience of

not being available this afternoon. At 12:40 | was
called to a tree down and electrical wires burning in the
roadway. At 12:53, | was called to a collapse drainage
pipe problem on birch mill road. In my world,

just another day in paradise. Lol

To answer your questions:

1) we used under 10 gallons of Round-up per year.

2) The most we have ever used is (4) 5 gallon pails of
vacate a year. Our average usage is 12/15 gallons, per
season.

3) we usually spray the guard rails when we see the
emergence of the poison ivy in the spring. We try to mow
behind the guard rails and follow it up with a crew of (2)
weed whacking in between the posts and to clean up in front
and behind the posts. We follow that up with the

treatment of herbicide when we know we will have at least a
minimum of 24 hours of clear dry weather. In addition

to guard rails, we will apply poison ivy herbicide (Vacate)

in areas of large infestations. Some time these areas can be
along a hedgerow, a group of trees, or an area that a
resident has brought to our attention. In the heat of

July, we will treat acute areas that the grass and weeds are
protruding from cracks in the asphalt surfaces, this help's

to improve our town wide paving /chip seal program.

4) the combined cost of both products is around $750 / $800
per budget year.

5) The Town of Durham DPW does not use ANY herbicides on the
Town Green or Library properties. We have in the

past,( in conjunction with the Fair Assoc. ) used lime and
organic fertilizers, to help with the root establishment of

the grass on the Green.

6) we keep days sheets on all the activities of our crew. We
do not separate out herbicide application exclusively.

If requested, I'm sure the administrative assistant can

tally the hours. My first uneducated guess would be approx.
40 hrs. In the month of May. Approx 60 hours in the month of
June. And another 60 hours in July. Usually we can get

by with one guardrail treatment per year of herbicide and 2
cycles of just weed-wacking. If conditions warrant it, we
have to apply a second treatment of herbicide in select
areas along the guard rails. We then can have (3) rounds of
weed whacking and certain areas of Japanese Bamboo need to
May require a fourth. During the chip seal process,



depending on the area of town and road conditions, we
normally take 2/3 days of treatment. For two workers,

this can total another 48 hours combined.

7) mostly just square footage. Approx 3' wide (this includes
in front and behind) the guard rails for the length of the
guardrail run. Trees and buildings get treated by

direct application to the leaf system of the host

plant. We NEVER take any sizable area and just treat

it for the sake of killing any vegetation. We normally do
spot areas that have become a problem area.

8) | have described the process we use for both guard rails
and problem poison ivy. We weed whack first, then treat the
areas of poison ivy. Most lines of sight have been
sufficiently improved so normal mowing and weed whacking is
all that's required. We do have a limited amount of area
(minimal) that does require treating behind the guardrail
with herbicide to insure safety.

9). In general, we only treat the areas | have described.
There are time when we have to cut down trees that are
covered in poison ivy. In these cases, we will pre-treat the
arealtrees with herbicide to protect the workers to try to
keep their exposure to a minimum. We do NOT spray
areas that do not require it. If mowing and weed

whacking is sufficient that is all we do. | can also

state that we follow all manufacturers instructions as to
mixing or application rate. 90% of the time | purchase
"ready to use" products for the control it offers and less
liability for the Town for the workers benefit as well as

the environment. | purchase herbicides that are DEEP
approved and break down when in contact with the soil. |
believe as a department in whole, we do not use an over
abundance of chemicals, but it would cost the Taxpayers more
through man hours and additional equipment if we did not
apply herbicides in the areas | have identified. We instruct
our workers in the usages, the dangers, and provide them
with the proper PPE needed to do the job. The product

we used is considered safe after four minutes of application
while it is absorbed by the plant and is dried by the

sun. | believe this creates a very small window of

liability and exposure.

| believe you have already been provided the MSDS sheets of
the products we used, as well as the expenditure amounts
that you have requested.

Please feel free to contact me for any additional
information or clarification.








