
RECV’D: Office of the Town Clerk December 4, 2014 3:36pm 

 Roadside Maintenance Task Force Meeting 

7:00pm Monday, December 1, 2014 

2nd Floor Conference Room, Town Hall 

 

Minutes 

• 1.) Call to order and roll call 

                  Absent: Tina Hurlbert ;  Guest - Mr. Stefan Michael 

• 2.)  Approval of Agenda  
o Unanimous 

 
• 3.) Approval of Minutes from  last meeting 

o Unanimous  
 

• 4.) Old Business 

-   Mr. Michael brought new information about two other organic products:   

 Finalsan - a fatty acid component kills grasses, weeds, whereas Fiesta doesn’t 
control   

                      grasses as well. Cost of Finalsan is $110 per 2 ½ gallons, used in 5:1 ratio. Used on woody  

                      plants in 7% ratio – absorbed through leaf tissue 

                      Any damage to guard rails is unknown 

 Scythe – also a fatty acid component, Pethargoric Acid, petroleum; absorbs leaf 
tissue,     

                       not bark; apply in May, June, July. Cost $169 per 2 ½ gallons; can dilute 2-10%; diluted will        

                       get 25 gallons @ 10%.  Get more use out of this product, some burn down,? cumulative  

                       effect.  It is more readily used; also more useful in spring & rainy season.                        

• 5.) Discussion 
 
-   Members expressed concern about the ingredients in Scythe, especially petroleum and will 
 



    obtain more information on its components  
                 
-  Claudia spoke with Gail Reynolds from the Cooperative Extension Center,  

                    who said that clover will not work as a ground cover to keep weeds down.  She also                 

                    contacted Amanda Weise at the New England Wildflower Society, who requested a list of  

                    the main weeds in our town. Kurt Bober sent her the following list:  

                    mile a minute vine, Japanese bamboo, poison ivy, autumn olive, knotweed, purple 

                    loosestrife, multiflora rose, Japanese honeysuckle  

                   - Joanne contacted Jen & Kurt at the public works department for answers to our questions   

                            Receipts for the sprays RoundUp and Vacate 

                            Does spraying of poison ivy get contracted out or is that done in house? 

                            Actual people hours – not specifically logged 

                  Answers are pending 

• 6.)  New Business 
o Action Items   

  
           -   Mark will F/U on possible grant from NRCS (National Resource Conservation Service), 
               Javier Cruz in Norwich - Can we use grant money for equipment/supplies?   And  
                For long term, large scale plantings? 
 
           -  Joanne will contact Jen Keogh, administrative assistant again @ 860 349-8253;  
 
               jkeogh@townofdurhamct.org  re unanswered questions  

                           -   Mike will contact Martin in Davis, California again to gather more information on their          

                               weed management program. They have cut back 50% on their use of RoundUp. They  

                               are using weed burns and hoeing.   

                         -    Next meeting December 15, 2014 at 7pm; 2nd floor conference room                         

• 7.) Public Comment 
 

• 8.) Adjourn  
o Unanimous                                                                                                  

mailto:jkeogh@townofdurhamct.org�


 Submitted by Joanne Nytch 

                                       

 
 

 
                                                                                            

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                 

                                                          

       

 

    

     

 


