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Roadside Maintenance Task Force Meeting
7:00pm, Monday, November 3, 2014
2nd Floor Conference Room, Town Hall

Minutes

e 1.) Call to order and roll call
o All Present, including Mr. Stefan Michael

e 2.) Approval of Agenda
o Unanimous

e 3.) Approval of Minutes from last meeting
o Unanimous

e 4.)) Old Business
e Put together price list - glyphosate alternatives, equipment

m - Natural acids (vinegar + citric acids),

m Herbicidal soaps, Iron-based herbicides, Salt-based herbicides, phytotoxic oils
(clove,

m peppermint, pine, citronella), corn gluten, and combination products (including

ingredients from
m  multiple categories)
m - Burnout 1l $41.93/gallon 1280z spray (Amazon)
- $11.47/gal of RoundUp at Home Depot
e ‘hidden costs’
- Glyphosate resistance
- employee hazards/health impact
- Groundwater contamination
- Get $ from town as to how much town money spent on Superfund Site
remediation
- future litigation
- cite studies, bans

] (@]

Andy Pressman & Martin Davis

Scythe - organic product - fatty acids $60/gallon then diluted
Plant native low-growing to displace weeds

Burning, hand-pulling, hoeing

Some communities used all-volunteers to maintain roadsides

o O O O

e -« Mike Asked for extension - waiting to hear back from Laura Francis

e -+ Countries that have banned Roundup/Glyphosate (13)
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m - Beyond Pesticides - gives substitutes
o - Holland - Joanne, Quebec - Mark, Canada - research what other countries use as
alternative to Roundup/glyphosate(all)
e Sri Lanka banned use in areas with high levels of kidney disease 2014
e El Salvador banned use 2013 after high levels of chronic kidney disease
affecting agricultural workers applying the product; tied to heavy metals

5.) Discussion
o Bring Mr. Michael up-to-date on RMTF mission, study fact-finding
m  Work for John Deere Landscapes, consults on lawn/landscape tree care
m Concerns (summarized by Mr. Bisceglia): how long it persists, inactive ingredients,
groundwater contamination, do no harm/less harm
m  SM - poison ivy manual control
m organics are defoliants but do not get down to roots and kill
m broadleaf weeds like monocots and grasses are controlled easily by organics
e Burnout, Fiesta, Avenger
e Avenger - weed Killer, organic citric acid - Westbrook, Haddam, Clinton
e Citric acids, clove oils in Burnout and Avenger
o $6/gallon of mixed
e Fiesta - iron product, does harm in high doses - broadleaf weeds
o great alternative for getting moneys worth
o 2.5 gal container $190; rate = 50z of Fiesta per gallon of water
m will do 64,000 square foot blanket application
m  $3/gallon of mix
o Brookfield, Stratford, SM could get full listing of towns that are using
Fiesta
m  SM left list of 25B products that can be used on fields, etc.
m  SM Contact information
e smichael4@mac.com
e business card
o Cooperative Extension recommended cutting down plants and painting on roundup on
stumps, Claudia waiting on call back from them
Claudia called New England Wildlife Society - native pollinators, native plants
Aggressive weed-whacking, mowing
Planting low-growing natives in problem areas
What are the needs? Ask if we need to eliminate the area?
6.) New Business
e Action Items:
o Mark Check on grant with NRCS (National Resource Conservation Service)
o Formulate plans for different areas - brainstorm
O Jen Keogh , Administrative Assistant O: 860.349.8253 jkeogh@townofdurhamct.org
m Can we get receipts for the sprays - RoundUp & Vacate?
m Does spraying of Poison lvy get contracted out or is that done in house?
m Actual people hours - not specifically logged
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsustainablepulse.com%2F2014%2F03%2F15%2Fsri-lankan-president-bans-sale-roundup-chronic-kidney-disease-study%2F%23.VFbwvfTF-38&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHwmgST2qkNXLcYf7BRE_lmEiE8TA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsustainablepulse.com%2F2013%2F09%2F19%2Fel-salvador-government-bans-roundup-over-deadly-kidney-disease%2F%23.VFbxMfTF-38&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHBmAJIFcJ2qoeW2Re4xaU4-rJp7w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsustainablepulse.com%2F2013%2F09%2F19%2Fel-salvador-government-bans-roundup-over-deadly-kidney-disease%2F%23.VFbxMfTF-38&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHBmAJIFcJ2qoeW2Re4xaU4-rJp7w
mailto:smichael4@mac.com

o Mike will call NRCS about long-term, large scale plantings
o Next meeting - Monday, December 1, 2014 at 7pm; 2nd floor conference room

e 7.) Public Comment
e 8.) Adjourn
o Unanimous
O

e Brainstormed possible alternatives
- www.guardingourearth.com
- dried citric acid solution mixed = $8/gallon
- notification with window
- Jil’'s sweat equity - Residents to Rails
- poison ivy removal by hand
- plant low-growing vegetation in problem areas
- Preserve/promote agricultural heritage “Goat to Guardrail”
- Steam treatments
- Give resident option
- Can Public Works mix an alternative product themselves?
- Recommendation -

- try on a certain area as experiment - keep copious notes, how much
used, how often applied,
- reseed test area with clover seed (low growing, maintains lines of
sight)

- Do we ask for a grant for equipment?

Charge: The Roadside Maintenance Task Force (RMTF) shall research safe, efficient and cost effective methods
of maintaining roadways, roadsides and town property that may minimize and/or eliminate the use of hazardous
chemicals. The RMTF shall report its findings to the Board of Selectmen at a regularly scheduled meeting no later
than November 10, 2014.





