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Public Hearing 
8:00 p.m., Monday, August 25, 2014 
Lower Level Meeting Room, Durham Library 
 
Meeting Minutes 
 
In attendance:  Laura Francis, John Szewczyk, Steve Levy, members of the Clean Energy and 
Sustainability Task Force, Andrew Chester, Executive Vice President; Greenskies Inc., Chris Palmer, Vice 
President Engineering and Design; Greenskies Inc., and  about 50 members of the public. 
 
The purpose of this public hearing is to present information, discuss as described below, and to provide 
an opportunity for public comment. 

 
(1) Proposed Ordinance relative to the exemption of horses and ponies from personal property 

taxation 
 

(2) Discussion of Application for Medium Z-REC proposal for Solar Farm on town owned property; 
Solar Site #1: South of Haddam Quarter Road and West of Brick Lane.  Solar Site #2: South of 
New Haven Road and West of Birch Mill Road 
 

Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
#1; L. Francis stated that the proposed ordinance would alleviate taxation of horses and ponies from 
personal property taxation that has proven to be difficult to accurately place value on and is 
problematic with boarding facilities.  If the boarder fails to submit an exemption to the town the tax is 
placed on the facility.  The State of CT has passed legislation that gives local government the authority 
to waive the tax; the total current tax revenue to the town is $1,279.97 and the ordinance would have 
to be adopted at a special town meeting.  L. Francis then opened the floor for discussion. 
 
There was discussion surrounding the difficulty of assessing the value of a horse, the boarder’s lack of 
knowledge that they need to declare, the cost of collecting such taxes, this taxation being an outdated 
law that has outlived its usefulness, and other towns not choosing to tax horses or ponies therefore 
pushing boarders out of town.  There was no expressed opposition. 
 
#2; L. Francis noted that this was the second public hearing being held on the same topic.  She talked 
about the Solarize CT program that Durham participated in and what was learned; residents care about 
the effects on the environment and in saving money.  In turn, the Board of Selectmen, members of the 
Clean Energy and Sustainability Task Force, and the Board of Finance took this message to start looking 
at other opportunities.  The Medium Z-Rec proposal being discussed at this meeting would allow 
efficiencies at all town owned buildings and cut utility bills.  The State of CT has offered an 
opportunity to municipalities to generate electricity via solar panels, on town owned property, 
allowing for net metering to other accounts such as the town hall, the library, and streetlights.  There 
would be no capital cost on the town part.  Greenskies, Inc., was chosen through the bid process as 
Solar Energy Developer.  She noted that most town owned property is encumbered or are too far away 
to hook up to the grid leaving few options available to do the project.  Three properties are being 
looked at:  Tuttle Road; has encumbrance, Haddam Quarter Road/Brick Lane; no encumbrance, zoned 
farm, residential, and New Haven Road/Birch Mill; no encumbrance, zoned commercial.   
 
Tom Kannam, Chair of the Clean Energy and Sustainability Task Force stated that they were specifically 
looking for ways, without any cost to the town, to cut electric bills by means of renewal energy.  He 



stated that they have been successful in obtaining solar panels for the fire house and noted that CL&P 
is looking to significantly increase their pricing next year.  He then introduced Andrew Chester and 
Chris Palmer from Greenskies.  
Andrew Chester stated that the project would entail a ground mounted solar array with a fence and 
buffer of vegetation and trees to keep the area isolated from the surrounding properties. He noted that 
the contractual relationship between Greenskies and the Town of Durham would be a twenty year 
Purchase Power Agreement to buy energy at the current rate of .09 with a 1% a year escalator; this 
would equate to approximately $25,000 per year savings to the town. 
 
Chris Palmer talked about Site #1 South of Haddam Quarter Road and West of Brick Lane; he noted that 
they found the site to be flat and would require minimal site work.  Approximately 1100 solar modules 
arranged in ten rows with twelve feet between each row, fixed at 30 degrees due south, would allow 
for virtual net metering; energy produced at the site will reduce the cost of electricity to the town.  A 
contract would be drawn up naming Greenskies with the responsibility for operation and maintenance 
and the cost associated with it.  
 
Residents in attendance noted their support of clean energy but were concerned about the following 
items; neighboring property owners asked if the panels would be visible from the street or their second 
story windows, what would happen to their property value, if there would be an access road, if the 
panels would be reflective, what happens to the panels after the twenty year period, what portion of 
the seven acres would be utilized by the panels, would power lines need to be installed, where the 
nearest comparable site was that they could look at, and if the panels would keep up with technology 
over the years. 
 
Another resident noted that he has worked with Greenskies on similar projects and systems in 
Greenwich, Madison, and Branford noting their worthiness and stressed the importance of the ability to 
get net metering for the town. 
 
C. Palmer and A. Chester both responded to questions stating that the panels would cover two acres of 
the seven, have a fifty foot buffer with tree line and low growth shrubs around the entire array and 
would have one access road.  They also noted that the modules have an anti-clear coating that reduces 
reflectiveness.  After the twenty year period the panels could be removed, at Greenskies cost, can be 
bought by the town at market value, or continue with a five year renewal.  The nearest comparable 
sites are in East Lyme (ten time bigger), North Haven (smaller), and Meriden (three times bigger). 
 
Solar Site #2: South of New Haven Road and West of Birch Mill Road was then discussed. 
 
There was discussion regarding the visual impact of both sites and the benefit of clean energy.  Frank 
DeFelice noted he was supportive of solar but had concerns with site #2 because of the historic 
Dickerson property that could someday be restored.  During this discussion other property options and 
locations were debated among them was the property on the corner of David Road if another piece was 
designated and the Swamp Lane property. 
 
The meeting ended with the decision to ask Greenskies to regroup with the Clean Energy and 
Sustainability Task Force members to see if the panels of Site #1 could be moved to another part of the 
site and to set up a visual impact/display. 
 
The meeting ended at 10:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Moncata 
 
 
 


