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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Durham Town Hall 
Durham, CT  06422 

 
Minutes of the January 14, 2016 Regular Meeting 

 
Mr. LaFlamme opened the meeting. 
 
Attendance: 
 
                            Members                                                                            Alternates 

x David Heer x Michael Geremia 
x David Slight x Tom Wenchell 
x Mark Jungels A Anton Nolan 
x Chris DiPentima  Others 
x William LaFlamme* A Colegrove, Geoffrey 
    
    
    

A=Absent 
X=Present 
 
Seating of Alternates 
None 
 
Amendments to Agenda 
Mr. LaFlamme added item 9A-Election of officers, to the agenda. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
A motion was made by David Slight, seconded by Mark Jungels, to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed. 
 
Payment of Bills 
None 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
A motion was made by Chris DePentima, seconded by Dave Slight, to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2015 
Special Meeting.  Motion passed with David Heer in abstention.   
 
Public Session 
Mr. Frank DeFelice, Chair, Planning & Zoning Commission was present for the Public Session.  Mr. DeFelice wanted to 
inform the Zoning Board of Appeals that the Plan of Conservation and Development will be updated.  It will be a guiding 
document going out into the future.  Because the ZBA is a land use board, Mr. DeFelice asked the commission members 
to look at the document and see if there is anything that is desirable for ZBA or things from a resident’s point of view 
that should be changed, or things the town will need going forward, such as public safety or changes to land use or 
agriculture.  Filing of this document must be done by June 30, 2016.  Mr. DeFelice invited the commission to participate 
in a visioning charrette to take place on February 13, 2016 (tentative date), at the firehouse from 12-4 p.m. Formal 
invitations will be going out to all Town Commissions.   
 
A motion was made by Dave Slight, seconded by Mark Jungels, to close the regular meeting and open the Public Hearing.  
Motion passed. 



 
Public Hearing 
 
Anthony Calabrese, request a front yard and side yard variance from section 05.02.01 of the Durham Zoning 
Regulations to construct a fence at 645 New Haven Road 
Mr. Calabrese, VP of Operations, TMC, and Mr. Bonito were present with a map detailing the property lines with the 
location of proposed fence.  Mr. Calabrese stated that loiterers hang out on the property and that illegal dumping occurs 
in their dumpster, cigarette butts, and beer cans, etc., that happens nights and weekends.  Mr. Calabrese provided a 
recent photo showing the corner of route 17 and Howd Road that showed where the property has been damaged due to 
people cutting across with their vehicles.   Mr. Calabrese stated that TMC has been in business since 1986 and has 
grown.  They are now a national company doing business with the military aerospace and defense and the customers 
are demanding a higher level of security.  A major concern is the front fence, they’d like to block off the driveway.  The 
front setback is an issue because the setback is supposed to be 50’ and that would be in the middle of the front parking 
lot. Mr. Calabrese referred to the map.  The fence is not allowed to be on state property.  Mr. Calabrese pointed out the 
location of the proposed fence with gates.  The type of fence will be a 6’ chain link fence.  A concern is blocking the site 
line coming out of Howd Road.  There was discussion of the exact amount of the setback variance being requested, 
being 32’ on the front.  There was discussion of state requirements as well as the town’s zoning regulations.  Because 
there are different standards involved Mr. LaFlamme requested a site walk.  The site walk is scheduled for Saturday, 
January 23, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  The commission requested that the area for the fence be staked for the site walk.  The 
hearing will be continued to February 11, 2016.   
 
A motion was made by Dave Slight, seconded by Dave Heer, to continue the public hearing until February 11, 2016 
meeting.  Motion passed. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Slight, seconded by Mark Jungels, to close the public hearing and open regular meeting.  
Motion passed. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Mr. LaFlamme discussed the current budget and preparing for the next year’s budget.   
 
Election of Officers 
 
Mr. LaFlamme was voted as Chair, David Heer as Vice Chair and Secretary.   
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by Dave Slight, seconded by Chris DePentima, to adjourn.  Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jennifer Keogh 
Administrative Coordinator 
Town of Durham 
 
 
 
 
 
 


