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Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting 
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, July 6, 2016 
Lower Level Meeting Room, Durham Library 
 
Minutes 
 
1. Call to order 

Frank DeFelice called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
In attendance:   Alana Adams, Campbell Barrett, Lisa Davenport, Frank DeFelice, Dick Eriksen, Dave 
Foley, Dan Melnik, Jan Melnik, Joe Pasquale 
Absent:  Chris Flanagan, Edward Fronc, Will Spooner 
Others in attendance:  Geoff Colegrove 
 

3. Seating of Alternates – Campbell Barrett was seated for Chris Flanagan 
 

4. Amendments to Agenda - None 
 

5. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION BY DAVE FOLEY, SECONDED BY JAN MELNIK TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  ALL 

AYE 

6. Public Session 
Mrs. Cruz, 49R Mountain Road stated she would be making an application for a zone change on her 
property.  She is putting her property up for sale and in doing so, has been told by three different 
realtors they will not take the listing due to the commercial/industrial property surrounding her home. 
Mrs. Cruz stated the realtors suggested re-zoning her property to light industrial.  Dave Foley stated her 
property would need to be zoned similarly as the abutting properties (design development district). 
Geoff Colegrove stated they would have to extend the existing zone to include her property.  He then 
explained that a public hearing would need to be held, she would need to notify abutters by certified 
mail and signage would need to be placed two weeks prior to the hearing.  A public hearing will be 
scheduled for August 3, 2016. 
 

7. Coginchaug Football Club, Fundraising Event, Coginchaug High School 
Nick Faiella and Robert Gleason were in attendance to request approval of an annual golf ball drop 
event to be held on October 15th with a rain date of October 22nd.  The application presented to 
commission members was in question as it only contained the first page.  F. DeFelice questioned if 
RSD#13 signed off on the application and if abutters were notified properly.  N. Faiella stated that Kathy 
Veronisi did sign off on the application but was not sure if the abutters were notified.   Commission 
members agreed to approve the application with the conditions that the application was complete and 
abutters were notified.   
 
MOTION BY DICK ERIKSEN, SECONDED BY ALANA ADAMS TO APPROVE THE COGINCHAUG FOOTBALL 
CLUB FUNDRAISING EVENT ON THE COGINCHAUG HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELD WITH THE 
STIPULATION THAT THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE, SIGNED BY RSD#13, AND ABUTTERS ARE NOTIFIED.  
ALL AYE 
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8. Payment of Bills 
MOTION BY ALANA ADAMS, SECONDED BY DAN MELNIK TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING BILLS.   ALL AYE. 

 Beth Moncata, Inv. #951PZ, 6/27/2016, $712.50 
 

9. Minutes of Previous Meetings  
MOTION BY DAVE FOLEY, SECONDED BY JAN MELNIK TO APPROVE THE JUNE 15, 2016 MEETING 
MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  DEFELICE, ERIKSEN, FOLEY, D. MELNIK, J. MELNIK, PASQUALE; AYE.  ADAMS, 
BARRETT, DAVENPORT; ABSTAIN.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

10. Zoning Enforcement Officers Report 
Route 68 Industrial Park:  G. Colegrove visited the car repair business in the Industrial Park on Route 68 
when it was not open for business.  There appeared to be approximately thirty-five cars around the 
facility.  Cars parked in front of the two bays, on the side, and across the aisle.  He noted the original 
site plan was for two bays and there were now two additional bays.  G. Colegrove did not have a chance 
to speak with Dick McManus on code or Mr. Fralini.  J. Pasquale questioned if there were two possible 
violations; parking exceeds site plan review and the additional bays that may require retrofit.  D. 
Eriksen questioned if the owner of the property needed to be involved.  G. Colegrove responded yes, he 
would call Mr. DiNatale and would also do a combined site visit with D. McManus. 
 
999R New Haven Road:  G. Colegrove accessed Google to review the structure in question and it 
showed the structure being in place since March 20, 2012; a canvas hoop structure that houses a 
vehicle, approximately 12x20.  Under Connecticut State Statute, Chapter 124, Section 8-13a if there is 
no enforcement or action taken to enforce regulation within three years of the structure being put on 
the property, it becomes nonconforming and no action needs to be taken.  J. Pasquale made reference 
to the town of Durham Zoning Regulations Section 13.01.02 and asked why the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer was not authorized to take action.  C. Barrett stated the three-year limit in the state statute 
makes the structure lawful.  
 

11. Town Planners Report 
C. Colegrove noted the town has been awarded two grants and he is working on letters that need to be 
submitted with the grant agreements in reference to the Plan of Conservation and Development. 
 

12. Miscellaneous 
J. Pasquale requested that G. Colegrove discuss with Jen Keogh that any applications that are being 
presented to the commission are copied completely. 
 

13. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, Beth Moncata 




