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DURHAM CEMETERY COMPANY 
P. O. Box 56 

Durham, Connecticut 06422 
 

 
March 9, 2011 

 
Minutes 

 
President Brown called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm in the Durham Town Hall Third Floor 
Meeting Room. 
 
Officers and Directors Present:  Tom Palmieri, Dolores Caturano, Ken DiVito, Gerry Brown,  
Greg Burritt, Kim Garvis, Barbara Olsen, Simone Howe, Bruce Tubby, Maggie Peterson. 
 
Others Present:  Ken Jay 
   
Secretary’s Report:  November minutes were filed with the Town Clerk.  All deeds processed, 
mailed and cemetery maps notated.  Correspondence received from Sarah Field Pollard 
regarding brownstone repair.  Secretary will publish the clean up notice in the Town Times with 
the clean up deadline of April 15th. 
 
Motion by Tom Palmieri, seconded by Gerry Brown to approve the secretary’s report as 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion by Tom Palmieri, seconded by Gerry Brown  to approve the minutes of the November 
10, 2010 meeting with the following changes under Treasurer’s Report: 
 
“Three equities funds were purchased:  ADP (Auto Data Processing), Merck and Seadrill Ltd.  
These new equities funds should generate approximately $6000 in dividend income making the 
total projected income about $47,000. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Sexton’s Report:  For period ending March 9, 2011.  There were two lots sold at Mica Hill 
Cemetery.  There were two burials, and one cremation at Mica Hill Cemetery.  Fall leaf cleanups 
at all three cemeteries were completed in November.  
 
Motion by Tom Palmieri, seconded by Greg Burritt to accept the sexton’s report.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  No changes in the portfolio since the November meeting.  The next 12 
months projected income is $48,489.  (This does not coincide with the fiscal year.)  The 
American General Finance bond is maturing this month and may be replaced by a growth stock.  
Tom will discuss with the financial advisor.  The portfolio has recovered to the level before the 
decline in the market, however, expenses for the first six months exceeds the income.  Tom 
explained that some of these expenses were onetime events and will not be recurring so the 
budget should be fine because the income going forward should offset these expenses.    
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Laura had asked previously about the money owed to the town by the Durham Cemetery 
Company.  Tom stated that as of June 30, 2010 $84,121 is owed to the town.  The arrangement 
made is that 25% of the lot sales is paid to the town.  At this rate it will take about 58 years to 
pay off.  If the portfolio grows enough the Cemetery Company may want to consider paying the 
town off ahead of time along with making improvements to the Mica Hill Cemetery road. 
 
Tom continued that the town has in reserve as of December 17, 2010 a sum of $11,100 under 
the monument restoration line item.  The Cemetery Company matches this amount so there is a 
total of $22,200.  We need to determine which stones to repair next based on historical 
significance.  
 
Motion by Gerry Brown, seconded by Greg Burritt to accept the treasurer’s report as 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
President’s Report: 
 

1. Stone Repair:  Gerry spoke with Sarah Pollard about the note she sent regarding her 
family’s stones in need of repair in the Old Cemetery.  It was difficult to ascertain which 
stones she was talking about.  The secretary will call Jonathan Field to obtain more 
information.    The “Field” stone would need to qualify as historically significant in order 
for the Durham Cemetery Company to repair.  Tom mentioned the “stone list” prepared 
in 2009 by the Atwells.  Secretary will email the list to members.  (This list does not 
include stones in the Old Cemetery on Cemetery Road).  Barbara stated there is virtually 
nothing that can be done to preserve brownstone monuments.  Removing the 
brownstone and replacing with a more durable replica is about the only option. 
 
Barbara added that Francis Miller of Conserve Art LLC in Hamden is the best for 
repairing brownstones.  There were five stones on the original list and only the 
Chauncey stone was repaired.  A site walk to the Old Cemetery will be scheduled in the 
spring to look at the stones. 
 

2. Insurance Coverage for three cemeteries: Gerry stated he spoke with the First 
Selectman and even though the cemeteries are on town property, they are not covered 
under the town’s policy.  Any insurance put in place now would not cover anything that 
happened in the past.  The insurance should cover the sexton, gravediggers, visitors, 
etc.  To reduce liability, the cemeteries should be closed in the winter and signs posted 
that state “proceed at your own risk” and “closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic” in 
order to lessen the Durham Cemetery Company’s exposure.  The policy should also 
have errors and omissions for all officers.  Comment made that there is a law protecting 
volunteers from being held liable.  Any person or company doing work for the cemetery 
should have insurance coverage. 
 

3. Town Hall Generator:  Kim stated that Francis Willett had stopped by asking if a 
generator could be placed in the cemetery on the west side of the stone wall.  Tom 
explained the reason the air conditioning units were placed on the east side of the wall is 
because of possible graves on the east side of the wall. 
 
Motion by Barbara Olsen, seconded by Tom Palmieri, to prohibit the installation of a 
generator for Town Hall on the west side of the stone wall.  Motion passed unanimously.  
    

Motion by Tom Palmieri, seconded by a couple to approve the President’s report.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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Old Business 
 

1. Cremation Vaults:  Discussion about requiring cement vaults which are more durable 
and easier to locate.  Ken Jay stated the dimensions of the vault are approximately 
16”x16”x14”.  He added that he hand digs the hole for placement of these vaults.  Some 
members were concerned that requiring cremation vaults might cause a monetary 
hardship for some families.  Tom added that the state considers the cremation, in and of 
itself, a burial.  Discussion continued about not allowing any ashes to be buried unless 
they are in a non-biodegradable, permanent container.  However, it was noted that 
ashes are allowed to be spread in the grave. 
 
Motion by Tom Palmieri, seconded by Ken DiVito, that if it is the intention of a lot owner 
to inter one body and one cremain into one grave, and the cremation occurs before the 
traditional burial, then the cremains shall be placed in a permanent container that is non-
biodegradable and urn vault; and shall be buried at the head of the grave (near the 
gravestone marker).  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
2. Stonewall – Center Cemetery:  Discussion about repairing the wall with and without 

small pillars.  The general consensus is not to install smaller pillars at the openings in 
the wall.  Ken Jay respectfully withdrew his bid.  There was just one other bid (Torrison 
Stone & Garden, LLC) which was opened.  Torrison proposed three options: 
a. Project A:  Create an 8 foot opening in the large tree area, then pull down the next 10 

feet (leaning) then clean mortar off old stones and rebuild.  Try and create a nice 
blend of stone in new walls to make things look similar.  $2,495 

b. Project B:  Pillars (2).  $1,495 
c. Project C:  Both wall and pillars at the same time.  $3,590 

 
Motion by Gerry Brown, seconded by Greg Burritt to accept Project A bid by Torrison 
Stone & Garden, LLC, in the amount of $2,495 for repair of stone wall at Center 
Cemetery.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Driveway Extension at Mica Hill:  Greg reported that bids were submitted in November 
for the road extension at Mica Hill Cemetery.  Bids were not opened at that time.  Due to 
the fact that so much time has passed and prices for materials may have changed, Greg 
and Gerry will revisit this issue and report at the May meeting. 

 
New Business 
 

1. Plantings:  Greg needs money to plant shade plants along the stone wall.  Tom replied 
there is money in the budget for plantings ($500).  Greg will purchase the plants. 
 

 
Adjourn:  Motion made, seconded and passed to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Kim Garvis 
Secretary 
 




