
 

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
7:00 P.M., Monday, October 3, 2016 
Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug High School 

 
Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Call to order and roll call 
Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance.  John 
Szewczyk and Steve Levy present. 
 

2. Approval of the agenda 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  
ALL AYE 
 

3. Public comment 
None 
 

4. Animal Control Officer appointment/discussion 
L. Francis will be meeting with April Lieler, a resident and current Animal Control Officer of Cheshire, 
tomorrow to discuss the open position.  She spoke with Assistant Animal Control Officer John Miller and 
confirmed that he would like to stay in his current position.  S. Levy commented that he felt April Lieler 
was a great candidate.  J. Szewczyk concurred but felt that the position should be posted for 
transparency.  S. Levy felt the following criteria should be met with potential applicants; availability, 
certifications, and residency in Durham.  L. Francis will post the position with specified criteria. 
 

5. Burning Official appointment 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPOINT ROBERT DOYLE AS BURNING 
OFFICIAL.  TERM TO EXPIRE JANUARY 31, 2017.  ALL AYE 

 
6. Historic District Commission appointment 

MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPOINT COLLEEN DARNELL AS AN IN DISTRICT 
MEMBER OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION TO FILL A DECEMBER 31, 2020 TERM.  ALL AYE 
 

7. Request from the Durham Republican Town Committee to serve alcohol at event being held Friday, 
October 21, 2016 at the Durham Fire House from 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE REQUEST FROM THE DURHAM 
REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE TO SERVE ALCOHOL AT EVENT OCTOBER 21, 2016, 6:30-9:00 AT THE 
DURHAM FIRE HOUSE.  ALL AYE 
 

8. Tax refunds 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE A TOTAL OF SEVENTEEN (17) TAX 
REFUNDS TOTALING $5,763.78 AS PRESENTED BY THE TAX COLLECTOR.  ALL AYE 
 

9. LTA: request for hidden driveway sign on Pisgah Road 
J. Szewczyk stated he visited the site and felt the sign was warranted due to an increase in traffic as a 
result of the trail and new parking lot at the end of the road.  S. Levy noted he visited the area and 
noticed a hidden driveway sign one house down from the requestor.  He felt if people adhere to the 
posted speed limits it would reduce the hazard.   
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE REQUEST FOR HIDDEN 
DRIVEWAY SIGN AT 176 PISGAH ROAD.  Discussion:  L. Francis stated she felt the Board should be 
consistent with prior decisions made which were not to grant the request because they are not approved 
(part of) the State Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  J. Szewczyk recommended sending the 
RST out to do speed control and also set up the speed machine.  VOTE:  FRANCIS, SZEWCZYK, LEVY; 
OPPOSED.  MOTION FAILED.  L. Francis will call the resident to discuss. 
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10. Approval of meeting minutes: 
a. September 12, 2016 regular meeting 

MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 12, 
2016 MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

b. September 21, 2016 special meeting 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 21, 
2016 SPECIAL MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

11. Selectmen’s comments 
L. Francis responded to a question asked at a prior meeting regarding police enforcement of laws during 
benefit rides that are approved by the Durham LTA.  She spoke to Durham’s Resident State Trooper who 
stated they make citations if egregious violations are found. 
 
J. Szewczyk asked why a flagger was being used and not a State Trooper to conduct traffic control on 
Route 17 while tree cutting is being done.  L. Francis noted she would have to check on this an report 
back. 
 

12. Old/New business 
a. The town took possession of the new Freightliner dump truck last week. 
b. Former Lake Grove School transferred ownership.  L. Francis met with a representative of the 

new Jewish School last week.  He and others will be attending Chiefs Council this Thursday to 
talk about pertinent safety items. 

c. After Action for the Durham Fair will be held with the Chiefs and Durham Fair Public Safety 
Committee on Thursday as well. 

d. The Finance Director position has been posted.  Closing date is October 19th.  Approximately 
twelve resumes have been received.  The Board of Finance has requested a seat on the interview 
panel.  J. Szewczyk asked L. Francis if she would be making the final decision and recommended 
it be an appointed position.  L. Francis stated she is looking at contract language and will be part 
of the decision process. 

e. Motilitie and Phoenix Partnerships are interested in bringing in mini cell towers to address cell 
service coverage issue.  L. Francis noted she has attended a couple meeting on the topic and 
understands that the CT Siting Council will have jurisdiction.   

f. The Invitation to Bid for Mauro Meadows renovations will be published by the end of this week. 
g. The Connecticut State Police are interested in doing a civilian situational awareness training.  L. 

Francis met with training officers and will bring forward promotional items to the Selectmen 
when available. 

h. Town Green Revitalization Committee update; three trees were taken down and nine new trees 
will be planted by the public works department this week.  Shrubs will be planted in the 
monument area. 

i. The lighting upgrade project started today at the firehouse and will be completed this week. 
j. L. Francis will be attending the Rushford Academy/Stonegate open house next Thursday.  They 

intend to stay on the property. 
k. Resident State Trooper Report for September 2016; (60) calls for service; (2) accidents with 

report; (2) non-injury accidents; (1) DWI; (6) other case investigations; (42) non-reportable; (2) 
motorist assists; (10) citations; (1) seatbelt citation; (1) seatbelt warning.  20 criminal 
investigations.  Motor vehicle enforcement was conducted on Tri Mountain Road, Howd Road, 
Higganum Road, Tuttle Road, and Parmelee Hill Road.  Miscellaneous Events; Chiefs Meeting, In 
Service at Korn School, Durham Fair Prep Meetings, Middlesex County Detectives Meeting, Strong 
and CRHS Durham Fair meeting, and the Durham Fair.  Attended Active Shooter Training. 
 

13. Public Comments 
Roger Kleeman asked for clarification of what plow truck was purchased.  L. Francis stated that is was a 
2016 Freightliner dump truck that was approved at town meeting on August 8th. 
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MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 
7:26 P.M.  ALL AYE 
 

14. Executive Session:  Property Acquisition; Korn School 
 

15. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Beth Moncata 

 
 
 




