
1 | P a g e   S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 1 5  
 

RECV’D: Office of the Town Clerk September 28, 2015 4:05pm 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 
3RD FLOOR MEETING ROOM, TOWN HALL 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 

1. Call to order and roll call 
 Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance.  Steve Levy and John 
 Szewczyk present. 
  

2. Approval of the agenda 
 MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

3. Public comment 
Laura Francis congratulated John Szewczyk and Steve Levy on another four year term on the Board.  
 
Rick Parmelee noted the passing of Mr. Hall stating that he felt everyone benefited by his presence throughout 
the years and was a wonderful person. 
 
R. Parmelee requested that that Board request copies of all stat forms, to include beginning and end times, of all 
calls from the DVAC; making reference to last month’s activity report submitted by the corps.  He noted that he 
heard last week the corps missed five calls.  He questioned their billing process and why payments are made 
directly to the corps, salaries, and if all members have completed the acknowledgement form regarding the 
towns Code of Ethics.  He noted that Killingworth Ambulance Corp sent back a six figure check to their town and 
he supports funding for an independent audit of DVAC books. 
 
Donia Viola stated that she paid a $100 deductible directly to the DVAC.  J. Szewczyk noted that a resident he 
spoke to, paid his deductible for services directly to their insurance company. 
 

4. Proclamations 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY, TO TABLE PROCLAMATIONS.  ALL AYE 
 

5. Senior Board appointments 
J. Szewczyk asked who is responsible for soliciting replacements, the Board in which there is a vacancy or Party 
Chairmen.  L. Francis stated that many times interested citizens make requests to her office, and also party 
chairmen are notified of vacancies.  S. Levy stated Board Chairs may make recommendations of people who have 
shown interest. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY, TO APPOINT DEDE LEVY TO THE SENIOR CITIZEN BOARD 
TO FILL A DECEMBER 2017 VACANCY.  ALL AYE 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY, TO APPOINT JIM MARTINELLI TO THE SENIOR CITIZEN 
BOARD TO FILL A DECEMBER 2017 VACANCY.  ALL AYE 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY, TO APPOINT MARY ELLEN DONTIGNEY TO THE SENIOR 
CITIZEN BOARD TO FILL A DECEMBER 2015 VACANCY.  ALL AYE 
 

6. Core Ethical Values Resolution discussion 
L. Francis stated that the Local Wellness Coalition is working with different sectors of the coalition to renew or 
create a way to acknowledge core ethical values.  RSD#13 adopted their values many years ago and the 
Superintendent fully embraces them.  Both Jon Brayshaw and Laura Francis are bringing forward resolutions for 
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each town respectively.  J. Szewczyk questioned why faith based sectors or the school district would be part of 
the discussion.  L. Francis responded that the initiative of the Local Wellness Coalition is the administrative body 
of the Drug Free Community Grant; part of grant is to include nine sectors of the community, including faith 
based. Each sector will respond with their own style of embracing values. 
 

RESOLUTION  
OF THE DURHAM 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

At a duly called and noticed meeting of the Board of Selectmen, of the Town of Durham, on September 21, 2015, 
the following resolution was introduced and adopted. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Durham, a body responsible for the administration of 
town government, shall follow the lead of the students and staff of Regional School District 13 and adopt the 
following Core Ethical Values:  
 
 RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, HONESTY, KINDNESS and COURAGE. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen shall conduct all business pursuant to these Core Ethical Values; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen shall consider and incorporate the Core Ethical Values in making 
policy decisions;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Selectman shall recognize the Month of November as Wellness Month and shall 
participate in activities planned by the Local Wellness Coalition; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT members of the Board of Selectmen adopt the Core Ethical 
Values from this day forward and promote such values to other officers and residents of the Town of Durham. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have hereto signed our names this 21st day of September, 2015. 
 
Laura L. Francis, First Selectman 
John T. Szewczyk, Selectman 
Steven A. Levy, Selectman 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY, TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 

7. Request from the Durham Agricultural Fair Association for permission to host the Connecticut Wine Festival 
tasting event on the Town Green at the Durham Fair on September 24, 25, 26, 27, 2015 
L. Francis explained that the DFA had originally chosen to move the wine tasting to lower grounds this year but a 
decision was made last week to move it back to the town green and they were now requesting permission for 
use of the Green.  S. Levy stated that he has attended all DFA public safety meetings and the tent would have 
been adjacent to the Main Stage if on lower grounds.  He noted with this change the wine that is sold will be 
packaged in a sealed bag and can be brought onto the fairgrounds, unlike last year, and voiced his concern if 
stats show a change in alcohol usage.  J. Szewczyk asked if all permits were in order.  L. Francis responded yes. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO GRANT PERMISSION TO THE DAFA TO HOST THE 
CONNECTICUT WINE FESTIVAL TASTING EVENT ON THE TOWN GREEN ON SEPTEMBER 24, 25, 26, 27, 2015.  ALL 
AYE 
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8. Permission for the First Selectman to enter into a Small Business Energy Advantage Loan Agreement with CT 
Light & Power doing business as Eversource Energy to participate in the SBEA program 
JK Energy Solutions performed energy audits of town owned buildings looking for ways to create efficiencies.   
The first property brought forward is the public works buildings; retrofit of existing lighting and additional 
lighting.  Through a Small Business Energy Advantage Loan Agreement, Eversource Energy pays for cost of project 
upfront, less utility conservation incentive, and the town finances the balance at zero interest, for 46 months 
through a billing cycle.  S. Levy asked if there will be auditing on the savings.  L. Francis responded yes.  J. 
Szewczyk asked what the anticipated annual savings was and if K. Bober or D. McManus were present during the 
audit.  L. Francis responded that they were present and there is a cash positive savings. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK, TO GRANT PERMISSION TO THE FIRST SELECTMAN 
TO ENTER INTO A SBEA LOAN AGREEMENT WITH CL&P DOING BUSINESS AS EVERSOURCE ENERGY FOR THE 
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDINGS.  ALL AYE 
 

9. Approval to seek professional and technical services required to prepare a 2016 Small Cities Community 
Development Program Application 
At the last meeting L. Francis explained that Mauro Meadows is in need of some infrastructure and physical 
improvements and would be seeking grant funds to help with the cost.  The grant requires that professional and 
technical services be retained.  The cost of these services are reimbursable by the grant.  If the grant is not 
awarded, Trinity Corp has the funds to pay for the assistance. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY, TO GRANT PERMISSION TO SEEK PROFESSIONAL AND 
TECHNICAL SERVICES REQUIRED TO PREPARE A 2016 SMALL CITIES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
APPLICATION.  ALL AYE 
 

10. Tax refunds 
None 
 

11. Set date, time, place and approve Call to the Annual Town Meeting 
CALL TO THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

TOWN OF DURHAM 
 

The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING will be held 
in the Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School, on Monday, October 5, 2015 at 8:00 
p.m. for the following purposes: 
 

1. To establish the date for the Annual Budget Meeting.  
 

2. To elect 1 member to fill a vacancy of unexpired portion of term on the Regional School District #13 Board of 
Education, said term to expire June 30, 2017. 

 
3. To elect 1 member to 2020 term on the Compensation Review/Personnel Policy Commission. 

 
4. To elect 1 town representative to 2018 term on the Board of Trustees of the Durham Volunteer Fire 

Company, Inc. 
 

5. To elect 3 members to 2018 term on the Library Board of Directors. 
 

Laura L. Francis    John T. Szewczyk   Steven A. Levy 
First Selectman    Selectman   Selectman 

 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK, TO SET MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2015, 8:00 P.M. AT 
CRHS, AND APPROVE THE CALL TO THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
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12. Approval of Board of Selectmen meeting minutes: 

a) Regular meeting September 14, 2015 
 MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS, SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK, TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 
 MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

13. Selectmen’s comments 
 S. Levy stated that the emergency services department is prepared for the upcoming Durham Fair. 
 

L. Francis stated that she will be bringing to the Board an after action report of the mass casualty drill noting that 
as a result of the drill, and efforts leading up to the drill, things have changed for the better. 
 
The Emergency Management command post will be set up tomorrow night, third floor, Town Hall for the 
Durham Fair. 

  
14. Old/New business  

1.) Shared Trooper proposal; Middlefield has posted a 2nd shift, full time position.  S. Levy asked if the funds 
budgeted in fy15-16 can be put into a law enforcement reserve account.  J. Szewczyk stated he would like 
the funds to go back into the general fund.  L. Francis noted that the funds will remain in this year’s budget. 

2.) Water Main Extension update; the proposed groundwater ordinance and map has been updated and posted 
on the towns’ website. A letter will be sent to those included on the map. 

3.) Correspondence received from Verizon looking for possible places to site a full macro tower near center of 
town. 

4.) 87 households from Durham participated in the household hazardous waste collection on Saturday, 
September 19th. 

5.) A bid is being solicited for a new storage tank for the Old Indian Trail water system.  Pre-bid meeting is being 
held on Tuesday, September 29th. 

6.) Eagle Scout Thien Wrang met with L. Francis to discuss the restoration of the benches on the Town Green 
and creation of two trash cans for his Eagle Scout project. 

7.) The EPA will be holding a celebration ceremony for the anniversary of the superfund site. 
 

15. Public Comments  
D. Viola stated she supports the Higganum Road project and asked that the dangerous curves (FHWA dangerous 
curve application) be established before the project starts. L. Francis stated that this could be done as part of the 
project at no charge and the dangerous curve project will be utilizing posts that can be relocated. 
 
Chuck Stengel asked if the Board of Finance approved item #8 due to the fact that the agreement goes beyond 
the fy15-16 budget year.  L. Francis stated no, she consulted with the finance director who will be reporting this 
to the Board of Finance at their next meeting. 
 
D. Viola asked if the cost of tank being purchased for the Old Indian Trail water system is being shared 50/50.  L. 
Francis responded that she believed it was, but would double check and report back at the next meeting. 
 

16. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Moncata 
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