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RECV’D: Office of the Town Clerk August 26, 2015 12:34pm 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2015 
3RD FLOOR MEETING ROOM, TOWN HALL 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 

1. Call to order and roll call 
 Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance.  Steve 
 Levy and John Szewczyk present. 
  

2. Approval of the agenda 
 MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO AMEND AGENDA TO INCLUDE THE 

ADDITION OF CLEAN ENERGY AND SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE RESIGNATION.  ALL AYE 
 

3. Public comment 
Donia Viola asked that in the future comments about why she agrees or disagrees with items be put in 
the minutes. 
 
D. Viola asked L. Francis why she has not been contributing articles to the Town Times.  L. Francis 
noted that in prior years a schedule was submitted to her by the Editor and since their transition has 
not received one.  She stated she would contact the editor. 
 
Joe Pasquale asked for an update on the Deerfield Farm well.  L. Francis explained that the issues 
found (plug, backflow preventer, and cap) were taken care of and another water test was taken which 
came back negative.  She noted that another test of other elements of water quality was also taken 
and they are waiting for the results to come back.  A quote is being solicited for a UV system; funding 
for the system will come from the rental income.  Maintenance of the system will be the responsibility 
of the tenant.  L. Francis stated that Bill Milardo has been in contact with the tenant during this time. 
 
Fred Mastele advised the Board of consistent speeding and running of stop sign on Maiden Lane.  L. 
Francis noted she was aware of the issue and that enforcement has been done at this site numerous 
times.  She noted that Trooper Morello is also aware of the issue and will be conducting enforcement. 
 
Rick Parmelee stated that he opposes a second trooper position, that the town has 24/7 coverage by 
Troop F.  L. Francis stated that she felt is it a quality of coverage versus quantity issue.  J. Szewczyk 
noted the need for non-emergency type of coverage.   S. Levy stated he felt when the town originally 
transitioned to a resident trooper response time to emergencies became much more responsive.   
 

4. Emergency Management Department resignation 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE 
RESIGNATION OF FRANK GIANTONIO FROM THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT.  ALL AYE 
 

5. Clean Energy & Sustainability Task Force resignation 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE 
RESIGNATION OF BONNIE RYDER FROM THE CLEAN ENERGY & SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE.  ALL AYE 
 

6. Zoning Board of Appeals resignation 
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MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE 
RESIGNATION OF ERIC FRANCIS FROM THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS.  ALL AYE 
 

7. Agricultural Commission appointment 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO RE-APPOINT DAVE ZEMELSKY TO A THREE 
YEAR TERM ON THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION TO EXPIRE JULY 31, 2018.  ALL AYE 

 
8. Guilford Road Property Maintenance 

On April 27, 2015 NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Services) field Staff visited the property to 
review the site with representatives from the Town, as well as several other interested parties, to 
address any observed resource concerns on site, and/or provide suggestions to minimize the risk from 
potential resource concerns on site as a result of planned activities on the property. Recommendations 
to town staff on-site at the time of inspection were made along with a summary report that further 
documents the findings and recommendations of NRCS technical staff. 
 
Seth Lerman, Resource Conservationist, USDA-NRCS noted that the report is cursory in nature and 
offers some general recommendations and thoughts about the condition of the site and measures that 
may be implemented to manage the property and the resources on the parcel.   
 
The report is not a comprehensive evaluation of the conditions and should not be considered as such.  
When making decisions about future management options more detailed and site specific 
investigation should be conducted to determine the full scale of issues, impacts, and effects associated 
with desired management options. 
 
Based on the physical stream corridor conditions observed during the site visit, the following are the 
recommended conservation / management measures that should be implemented on site.  
 
1) Grading Banks: The lack of riparian vegetation and subsequent bank erosion has resulted in several 
sections of streambank that are over steepened (vertical or near vertical banks) and are subject to 
mass wasting and fluvial entrainment of the bank materials. These banks should be graded to a gentler 
slope, and woody riparian vegetation should be installed. It is important to note that some lateral 
migration will occur, and the grading should accommodate for lateral migration until a root matrix is 
established.  
 
2) Riparian Buffer: The establishment of a riparian buffer of woody vegetation on both sides of the 
stream will stabilize the streambanks, provide shade, overhanging cover, and organic material to the 
stream. The vegetation should be dominated by multi-stemmed vegetation which is tolerant of 
flooding, such as red osier dog wood, spice bush, willow, etc.  
 
3) Invasive Species Management: At the time of the site visit some invasive plant species (multiflora 
rose, barberry) were observed in spots. The implementation of recommendation #2 should be 
accompanied by an invasive species management plan. Any existing invasive plants should be removed 
from within the riparian zone, and then annual or semi-annual inspections should be made to identify 
newly established invasive plants within the riparian zone. Any new plants should be removed in a 
timely manner, before they are allowed to spread.  
 
4) Ford Crossing: A drainage swale bisects the hayland parcel between the road and the river carrying 
water from Route-77 to the Coginchaug River. If routinely crossing the drainage swale is necessary for 
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the management of the property, a ford can be installed to provide for a stable crossing of the 
drainage swale.  
 
5) Field Management: At the time of the site visit discussions revolved around several potential uses 
for the hayfields. Maintaining the fields in agricultural production is recommended, and proper best 
management practices should be followed to support the desired agricultural operation(s).  

 
Laura Francis stated that she forwarded these recommendations to both Chairmen of the 
Conservation Commission and Agriculture Commission asking for their comments.  She also noted that 
CRCCD (Connecticut River Coastal Conservation District) may have funds available.  S. Levy felt this 
should be part of the fy16-17 budget discussion. 
 

9. Groundwater Ordinance discussion 
L. Francis presented the Selectmen with a revised proposed Groundwater Ordinance based on 
comments received at the June 3, 2015 public hearing.  She noted that a funding announcement 
should be made by October with construction to start in 2016 and a 2018 completion date.  
Agreements are underway with Middletown for Purchase Agreement, State of Connecticut, DEEP, and 
EPA Superfund Agreement, and Operations & Maintenance Agreement with Connecticut Water 
Company. 
 
She questioned the Selectmen about holding another public hearing or advising property holders of 
the final version by mail with the opportunity to ask questions.  J. Szewczyk asked if the proposed 
ordinance failed at town meeting if it would prohibit the water line.  L. Francis stated that it would not 
but it would force the EPA to go door to door to negotiate individual agreements with deed 
restrictions.  She reiterated that the plume is unpredictable, evermore so when wells are taken off line 
and the water line goes through.  S. Levy noted that Deerfield Farm was a good example of a well that 
hadn’t had issues until recently.  He felt that going to town meeting would give another opportunity 
for property owners to voice their thoughts or concerns.  L. Francis stated she would draft a letter to 
residents regarding the updated ordinance and a special town meeting date would be set at another 
meeting. 
 

10. LTA: 
a) Request for hidden driveway sign on Haddam Quarter Road 

L. Francis received a request from 33 Weathervane Hill in reference to speeding during the 
week and the issue of safety when entering or exiting her driveway (adjacent to Haddam 
Quarter Road).  Trooper Morello visited the site and agreed that blind driveways signs would 
be acceptable.  L. Francis noted that previous correspondence received from the State of CT, 
Division of Traffic Engineering does not recommend or approve the use of blind driveway signs 
due to the contour of the land throughout Connecticut being such that hidden driveways are 
not uncommon.  The signs have been found to often be ignored by the public and give a false 
sense of security to the motorist using the driveway.  After discussion the Selectmen approved 
putting up additional speed limit signs and will request traffic enforcement from the Resident 
State Trooper. 
 
MOTION BY JOHN SZEWCZYK SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO PUT UP SPEED LIMIT SIGN(S) AS 
NEEDED ON HADDAM QUARTER ROAD.  ALL AYE 
 

b) No parking signs on Foot Hills Road 



4 | P a g e   A u g u s t  0 ,  2 0 1 5  
 

L. Francis noted that several calls have been received from residents about overflow parking 
on Foot Hills Road from Millers Pond that has been reaching capacity over the weekends.  
Temporary no parking signs have been put up and she was asking for approval to put them up 
permanently at the Resident State Troopers discretion and to also put the mobile speed 
machine on site. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO PUT UP NO PARKING SIGNS ON 
FOOT HILLS ROAD AT THE RESIDENT STATE TROOPERS DISCRETION AND TO ARRANGE FOR THE 
MOBILE SPEED SIGN TO BE ON SITE.  ALL AYE 
 

c) Maple Avenue – L. Francis asked for permission to put up temporary no parking signs on the 
curve and will report back to the Selectmen on the status. 

 
11. Approval of Board of Selectmen meeting minutes: 

a) Regular meeting July 13, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES OF JULY 13, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

b) Special meeting July 27, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES OF JULY 27, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 

 
12. Selectmen’s comments 

J. Szewczyk noted that he met with Resident State Trooper Morello. 
 
S. Levy requested that a letter of gratitude be sent to Dan Murphy for his service to the Emergency 
Management Department. 
  

13. Old/New business  
a) On August 11th, L. Francis will be attending UConn Intern Program, kick-off luncheon at the 

West Hartford Campus. 
 

b) L. Francis met with Jon Brayshaw to discuss the proposed shared trooper position.  She noted 
that Middlefield currently has funding for an additional full time trooper and is in discussions 
at this time on what their future needs will be. 

 
c) A response was received on August 10, 2015 from the State of CT, Siting Council in reference 

to the request made for another Telecommunications Coverage Assessment of Durham.  L. 
Francis noted that Melanie Bachman, Acting Executive Director of Siting Council sent this 
information to carriers.   

 
d) A member equity check in the amount of $5,119 has been received from CIRMA. 

 
e) Due to calls received, L. Francis, Sargent Derry, and Resident Trooper Morello will be meeting 

on Wednesday, August 12, 2015 at Rushford to discuss what program changes may have been 
made that have resulted in so many calls for service. 

 
f) Registrars will be attending a state required certification program that consists of eight 

modules; $200 each.  Laura encouraged the Deputies to also attend and will seek additional 
funding for them. 
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g) The Resident State Trooper web page has been updated and the Tip Line is now active. 
 

14. Public Comments  
 Chuck Stengel stated that he was not happy with the assessment provided by the Connecticut 
Siting Council noting that the Verizon improvements made have made no difference and service is still 
bad.  He asked the Selectmen to seek legislative action and use the power of the press to make the 
public aware of the issue.  He also asked that this correspondence be preserved and be made available 
via the town web site under town and state documents. 
 L. Francis noted that her office is currently working with the town’s legislative officials on a 
meeting date to discuss and would keep C. Stengel and Carl Stoup advised. 
 S. Levy noted he felt this was not a matter of convenience but a matter of public safety. 
 
D. Viola advised the Board that fireworks are still prevalent in neighborhoods and has not seen an 
article in the Town Times.   She also stated that she is in support of the 2nd Trooper as proposed.  L. 
Francis stated she would have Trooper Morello contact her to discuss. 
 
Roger Kleeman asked for an update of the status of repairs to sidewalks on Main Street.  L. Francis 
responded that a list has been compiled of the worst locations and $5,000 has been budgeted.  She 
noted that public works is currently chip sealing and did not have an exact date when the repairs 
would be done. 
 
Dick Porter stated that he felt the hidden driveway issue was the responsibility of the homeowner.  He 
also stated that RST DiGioia spent a lot of time at Rushford and felt if they needed security they should 
be providing it and paying the expense. 
 
Joe Pasquale asked if the RST could flex his schedule to work some evenings.  L. Francis responded that 
contractually the RST has an administrative schedule, 9:00-5:00, Monday-Friday but there would be 
some flexibility when needed.  J. Szewczyk noted that it may be a union issue. 
 

15. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Moncata 
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