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RECV’D: Office of the Town Clerk June 19, 2015 at 4:17pm 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2015 
3RD FLOOR MEETING ROOM, TOWN HALL 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 

1. Call to order and roll call 
 Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance.  Steve 
 Levy and John Szewczyk present. 
  

2. Approval of the agenda 
 MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  ALL 

AYE 
 

3. Public comment 
Roger Passavant asked for an update on the Deerfield Farm water issue.  L. Francis stated that 
aggressive testing has been done and the well is testing clear.  She noted that she will be meeting 
with all involved in July to discuss conflicting opinions on the fire tank location.  R. Passavant stated 
that leaving the tank in an inappropriate place would be precedent setting.  L. Francis stated that 
she understands his concerns and will be addressing them in July. 
 
Rick Parmelee noted that he felt the fire tank was a welcome addition to the neighborhood. 
 

4. Proclamation; Andrew Van Steenbergen, Eagle Scout 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

WHEREAS, on Saturday, June 13, 2015, Andrew Van Steenbergen, was recognized by the Boy Scouts of America 
for successfully completing all requirements for Scouting’s highest rank, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Andrew, son of Paul and Rita Van Steenbergen, resides in Durham with his brother Paul, also an Eagle 
Scout.  He will be a graduate of the Coginchaug Regional High School class of 2015, and;  
 
WHEREAS, he became involved in scouting in 2008 and throughout his years of scouting has earned several merit 
badges.  His favorites being archery, scuba diving, climbing, and wilderness survival.  He also earned the Arrow 
of Light award in Cub Scouts with Pack 27, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Andrew participated in numerous scouting events throughout the years; Sea Base in Key West Florida 
in 2009, the National Jamboree in 2010 at Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia, the Philmont High Adventure trip in New 
Mexico in 2011, a 50 Miler at the Delaware Water Gap in Pennsylvania, and visited Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
several times, and; 
 
WHEREAS, for his eagle project, with the help from fellow scout members of Troop 27, CRHS teachers and family 
members, twelve “shuttle benches” were built for the Durham Fair Association to be used at fair time. The 
labeled benches are placed by two’s at various locations and are very much appreciated by patrons who require 
the service of the shuttle, and;  
 
WHEREAS, Andrew’s interests include football where he played four years in North Branford, three years with the 
Durham/Middlefield Falcons, and four years with the Coginchaug Blue Devils.  He was also honored with the title 
of Mr. Coginchaug 2015, and will be attending the University of Wisconsin Whitewater in the fall of 2015, and; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN, OF THE TOWN OF DURHAM, ON BEHALF OF THE RESIDENTS OF 
DURHAM, CONGRATULATE: 

Andrew Van Steenbergen, Eagle Scout 
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For this outstanding accomplishment and extend to him our deepest appreciation for all of his 

dedicated work and wish him the best in all of his future endeavors. 
 

   
Laura L. Francis          John T. Szewczyk         Steven A. Levy 
First Selectman       Selectman          Selectman 
 
Signed this 8th day of June 2015 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO ACCEPT PROCLAMATION AS 
PRESENTED.  ALL AYE  
 

5. Ethic Commission appointments 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPOINT CHET RACZKA AS ALTERNATE 
MEMBER TO FILL MAY 2017 VACANCY.  ALL AYE 
 

6. Animal Control Department appointments 
MOTION BY STEVE LEVY SECONDED BY LAURA FRANCIS TO APPOINT DAUN KOWALSKI AS ANIMAL 
CONTROL OFFICER AND JOHN MILLER AS ASSISTANT ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER FOR A 2 YEAR TERM TO 
EXPIRE 12/31/2017.  ALL AYE 
 

7. Town Counsel resignation 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE 
RESIGNATION OF ATTORNEY ROBERT S. POLINER AND TO CONTINUE WORKING WITH THE LAW FIRM OF 
HALLORAN & SAGE.  ALL AYE  
 

8. Lease purchase approval for DMIAAB roll off  
Dom DelVecchio stated that he has met with both the Durham and Middlefield Boards of Finance and 
has received their approval of the purchase of a 2016 Peterbuilt Roll Off Truck Model 367.   He noted 
that these trucks are replaced every ten years because they have found they receive a better trade in 
value on the old trucks.  He also noted that he has met with Maryjane Malavasi to set up a capital 
improvement plan for all DMIAAB equipment but was not sure if the town funded it this year or not.  
He was present tonight to get the Board of Selectmen approval by way of Resolution. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE RESOLUTION AS PRESENTED.  
ALL AYE 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF DURHAM 
 

At a duly called and noticed meeting of the Board of Selectmen, of the Town of Durham, on June 8, 2015, the 
following resolution was introduced and adopted. 
 

WHEREAS, The Durham – Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory Board (“DMIAAB”) has 
recommended to the Town of Durham (“The Town”) the acquisition of a 2016 Peterbuilt Roll Off Truck Model 
367 (“The Equipment”) by the DMIAAB; and 
 

WHEREAS, DMIAAB executed a lease purchase agreement in the amount of One Hundred Seventy Seven 
Thousand, One Hundred Forty Two ($177,142.00) Dollars toward the acquisition cost of the Equipment; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Board of Selectmen recognizes the need for the acquisition of the Equipment by 
DMIAAB. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Selectmen, of the Town of Durham, approved and authorized the 

acquisition by the DMIAAB of the Equipment, and the financing of the balance of the purchase price of the 
Equipment from TD Equipment Finance, Inc. for $117,142, the amount over and above the $60,000 Trade In 
value of the DMIAAB 2005 Kenworth Roll Off Truck from  Peterbuilt of Connecticut, by way of Lease Purchase 
Agreement with TD Bank, N.A. upon such rate of interest and other terms, as shall be approved by the DMIAAB 
subject to and conditioned upon, the approval of such purchase and financing by the Town of Middlefield. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have hereto signed our names this 8th day of June, 2015. 

Laura L. Francis, First Selectman John T. Szewczyk, Selectman Steven A. Levy, Selectman 
 

9. Request from Lynn Stanwood for permission to use the Town Green on June 27, 2015 from 9:30 am to 
11:30 am to sell tickets and hand out flyers for POPS 2015 Garden Tour 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT PERMISSION TO LYNN 
STANWOOD TO USE THE TOWN GREEN ON JUNE 27, 2015 FROM 9:30 TO 11:30 AM TO SELL TICKETS 
AND HAND OUT FLYERS FOR POPS 2015 GARDEN TOUR.  ALL AYE 
 

10. Request from Fran Pagano for permission to use town roads on Sunday, August 16, 2015 for 
motorcycle ride to benefit adults with developmental disabilities 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT PERMISSION TO FRAN PAGANO 
FOR PERMISSION TO USE TOWN ROADS ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015 FOR MOTORCYCLE BENEFIT 
RIDE PENDING RECEIPT OF INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.  ALL AYE 
 

11. Request from Finance Director to use budget line #4018-551 Non Routine Vehicle Maintenance budget 
for repairs to Spartan Tanker 
The Spartan Tanker recently underwent its DOT and brake inspections.  A number of minor repairs 
were made along with routine maintenance.  The Fire Department has exhausted its repair and 
maintenance budget.  The Finance Director requested the use of budget line #4018-551 to cover the 
invoice. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE PAYMENT OT GOWANS KNIGHT 
COMPANY, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,761.70 FROM #4018-551 NON ROUTINE VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
FOR INSPECTION SERVICES AND MAINTENANCE TO THE SPARTAN TANKER.  ALL AYE 
 

12. Review and approval of Application for Temporary Signage on the Green 
L. Francis presented a draft based on discussion at the last meeting.  She also noted that she added 
two additional items.  After discussion it was agreed to approve the application as presented with 
additional changes and see if any additional questions come up over the next couple of months. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY 
SIGNAGE ON THE GREEN AS PRESENTED WITH AMENDMENTS.  ALL AYE 
 

13. Fiscal Analysis – April 2015 
 
The 2015 budget stands as follows: 

 EXPENDITURES REVENUE 
Original Budget 29,785,778 29,785,778 
General Appropriations 0 0 
Grant Appropriations 0 0 
Prior Year Carryovers 237,489 0 
Reserve Appropriations 217,516 180,642 
Revised Budget 30,240,783 29,966,420 
YTD Encumbrances 4,022 0 
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YTD Expense/Revenue 25,513,299 29,577,700 
Balance Unspent or 
Uncollected 

4,723,462 388,720 

Percent Spent or 
Collected 

84.4% 98.7% 

 
Revenues 
Budgetary tax collection as of the end of April is at 99.3% collected.  In addition, motor vehicle 
suspense and tax collection interest revenue line items have brought in over $68,000 more than 
budgeted.  Tax collection remains strong and allows us to maintain a positive cash flow throughout the 
year. 
 
Overall, local revenues are at 98.8% collected.  Local revenues have a balance of $136,000 still due in, 
which is made up primarily of reserve fund transfers that have been approved but not yet transferred. 
 
State revenues are also coming in on a regular basis.  An outstanding balance of approximately $54,000 
in the Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) as of the end of April makes up the majority of the 
$78,000 still due in from state sources.  [NOTE:  The LoCIP funds were received May 4rd].  The other 
$24,000 is made up of smaller amounts due in by the end of the fiscal year. 
 
Expenditures 
 
In the last quarter of the fiscal year we begin to pay even closer attention to the bottom line of all 
budgets.  Departments are notified if there is a potential to go over budget or if they have funds in their 
budgets that need to be expended by June 30.  Capital projects are specifically identified as line items 
that should be expended by the end of the fiscal year.  The goal is to limit the amount of carryovers into 
the next fiscal year. 
 
There are no additional significant overages identified as of the end of April.  Some smaller overages 
include vehicle fuel at $700 over budget - due mainly to the extensive use of vehicles over the harsh 
winter; and town garage maintenance over budget by $900 due to additional expenses for telephone, 
internet & cable, and custodial supplies.   
 
The bottom line of the budget continues to track favorably. 
 
Balance Sheet 
 
The balance sheet shows a balance due from grant funds of about $163,000.  It represents pending state 
grant revenue reimbursement to the town for Pent Road and Bear Rock Road projects.   
 
The balance sheet shows us that the town has cash in the bank totaling over $6 million thanks to January 
tax collections and a steady inflow from local and state revenues.  This is an indication that the town is 
in good shape to meet its obligations over the remainder of the fiscal year.   
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO ACCEPT APRIL 2015 FISCAL ANALYSIS AS 
PRESENTED BY THE FINANCE DIRECTOR.  ALL AYE 
 

14. LTA-temporary parking signs 
a) Maple Avenue 

L. Francis explained that she met with the organizers of the Notre Dame Church to talk about 
parking along Maple Avenue next to the Church at monthly tag sales.  She asked the 
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Selectmen for the approval of temporary no parking signs, once a month for the summer to 
see if it will help. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO POST NO PARKING SIGNS ON MAPLE 
AVENUE AT NOTRE DAME CHURCH, FOR TAG SALES HELD ONCE A MONTH FOR THE SUMMER.  
ALL AYE 
 

b) Foothills Road 
L. Francis explained that the same issue was happening on Foothills Road during the days at 
Miller Pond.  She spoke with the town’s Trooper who stated that people who are parking 
improperly are currently being ticketed.  L. Francis stated she would like to revisit this in a 
couple of weeks. 

 
15. Approval of Board of Selectmen meeting minutes: 

a) Regular meeting, May 11, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES OF MAY 11, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  S. LEVY, L. FRANCIS; AYE.  J. SZEWCZYK: ABSTAIN 
 

b) Special meeting, May 20, 2015 
MOTION BY JOHN SZEWCZYK SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES OF MAY 20, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  S. LEVY, J. SZEWCZYK; AYE.  L. FRANCIS; ABSTAIN 
 

16. Selectmen’s comments 
MOTION BY JOHN SZEWCZYK THAT AS OF JANUARY 9, 2013 THE TOWN OF DURHAM IS NOW AN 
AGGRIEVED PARTY AS IT IS SPLIT INTO TWO DIFFERENT ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS WHICH IS CLEARLY AND 
EXPRESSLY AGAINST XV OF THE CONNECTICUT CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 11/26/1980) AND THAT THE 
TOWN OF DURHAM APPEAL THIS DECISION BY USING ANY AND ALL NECESSARY LEGAL MEANS IN ORDER 
TO BE MADE WHOLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONNECTICUT STATE CONSTITUTION.  NO SECOND.  
MOTION FAILED. 
 
J. Szewczyk thanked Steve Levy and the committee for work done on the selection of the new Animal 
Control Officer. 

 
17. Old/New business 

1.) Interviews for the Resident State Trooper position are scheduled for June 17th.  There are three 
candidates. 

2.) The second Public Hearing for the proposed Groundwater Ordinance was held on June 3rd and was 
well attended.  L. Francis noted that comments will be taken into consideration and the 
possibility of an opt-out clause. The committee is waiting to hear back on funding; construction is 
scheduled for fy2016-2017 with completion in 2018.  A draft water purchase agreement with 
Middletown is expected sometime this fall. 

3.) HPTAG Update; looking to close out grant; working with Trust to do so. 
4.) Trooper Report for May 2015; 323 calls for service, 11 criminal investigations, 13 motor vehicle 

accidents; 2 with injuries, 1 motor vehicle accident DWI, 1 on-sight DWI, 46 motor vehicle 
infractions, 9 motor vehicle warnings.  Motor vehicle enforcement was conducted in the following 
areas; Tuttle Road, Creamery Road, Airline Drive, Route 17, Maiden Lane and Wheeler Hill. 

5.) L. Francis reported that she received a monthly report from the DVAC that showed total calls but 
would like additional details. 

6.) Francis Willett is working with Nate Ravid with the transition of software; the current Firehouse 
Software is being replaced. 

7.) The Board changed the meeting schedule; the June 22nd meeting with be cancelled and a special 
meeting will be held on June 29th. 
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18. Public comment 
 Roger Passavant asked for an update on the Guilford Road property.  L. Francis stated that Skip 
 Wimler will proceed to take care of the property as is this year as was done in previous years as a 
 management plan is developed. 
 
 Kurt Bober asked for clarification of the DMIAAB purchase and if DMIAAB is part of the towns capital 
 improvement plan.  L. Francis responded that there is a provision in the Local Agreement that 
 requires DMIAAB to get permission from both Durham and Middlefield Boards of Finance and 
 Selectmen for purchases.  She noted that D. DelVecchio did meet with Durham’s Finance Director to 
 set up a capital plan but was not clear if it was funded. 
  

Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Moncata 
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