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BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2015 
3RD FLOOR MEETING ROOM, TOWN HALL 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 

1. Call to order and roll call 
 Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance. 
 John Szewczyk and Steve Levy present. 
  

2. Approval of the agenda 
 MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 

 
3. Public comment 

Town Assistant Director of Health, Bill Milardo was in attendance to speak about the well that serves 
the Deerfield Farm and results of a test that showed bacteria. He noted that sampling is being done, 
repairs have been made to the tank, and precautionary measures have been taken surrounding the 
tank.  He talked about trending with bacteria in wells and stated that he would like to get further 
data from sampling and inspect the interior casing of the well before making a rash decision.  He 
noted he would stay in contact with the tenant in reference to sampling results and would be onsite 
tomorrow and report back to the First Selectman. 
 
Roger Passavant stated he heard that the casing was cracked or broken.  B. Milardo responded that 
there was no evidence of that.  R. Passavant asked a couple of questions; if there was any possibility 
that the tank is leaking and if it made sense to bring the water level down past the casing, and if the 
well shows no contamination should the tank stay in its current location.  B. Milardo stated that there 
was no current evidence that the tank is leaking but he would look again, as for the tank he didn’t 
think there was a reason to move the tank and reiterated that he would like to have time to gather 
additional data. 
 
Fred Mastele, Agriculture Commission asked how often the tank was being checked and noted several 
concerns; the tank being too close to the well which violates code and recommended the tank be 
moved and repair the existing well.  He noted he felt if there was a barn fire the tank would not be 
accessible because it is too close to the barn. 
 
Dick Porter stated that the original plan called for the fire tank to be placed on the west side of Pent 
Road which gave the Fire Department access to use effectively.  He questioned the tank as being an 
ongoing issue and felt the town should not worry about the cost and should the right thing by moving 
the tank for the fire department, towns’ people and the farm. 
 
Joe Pasquale asked what the cost estimate received for the well was.  B. Milardo stated $7,500 plus 
the cost of abandonment of the current well.  He also stated he was in agreement with reducing the 
water level to below the seam.  L. Francis stated she would have public works drain the tank to 
below the seam and agreed that B. Milardo should use the LED spotlight to see if there is a breach in 
the well.   
 
Melynda Naples stated she felt that things were moving too slow and asked that Bill Milardo oversee 
all work being done on site.  L. Francis agreed that B. Milardo would go out to the site tomorrow and 
would be supervising whatever needs to be done on site. 
 
Joe Pasquale addressed the Selectmen on the proposed abandonment of 1.013 miles of Old Blue Hills 
Road noting concerns that this would prevent access to state land in the future for future 
generations.  He urged the Selectmen to take a site walk of the property and to re-consider bringing 
this to town meeting. 
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Donia Viola stated she felt the Board of Finance was very slow in getting the town budget together, as 
they were meeting tonight with only one week away from vote.  She felt this is a disservice to the 
town and felt the town budget should be brought to referendum.  L. Francis stated that the Board of 
Finance brought the town budget to hearing and received comments.  The meeting tonight was the 
second meeting being held in order to address those comments and was no different as happened in 
the past.  
 

4. Proclamation; Erik Michael Johnson 

PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS, on Sunday March 29, 2015, Scout Erik Michael Johnson, was recognized by the Boy Scouts of America for 
successfully completing all requirements for Scouting’s highest rank, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Erik, son of Lance and Cheryl Johnson, resides in Durham with his sister Alexandra and brother Raymond.  He 
will be a graduate of the Coginchaug Regional High School class of 2015, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Erik became involved in scouting in 2010 with Middlefield Troop #33 and throughout his years of scouting has 
earned thirty-five merit badges.  Citizenship in the World, Citizenship in the Nation, Citizenship in the Community, 
Lifesaving, Cooking, First Aid, Family Life, Environmental Science, and Camping being the most significant to him, and;  
 
WHEREAS, he has participated in numerous scouting events throughout the years.  Erik has attend summer camp every 
year, Camp Wakpominee in Ft. Ann, NY, and Camp Webster in CT.  He participated in scuba diving during a High 
Adventure Trip at Sea Base in the Florida Keys in 2012, hiking and canoeing in 2013 in Minnesota during the High 
Adventure Trip, Northern Tier and in 2014 returned to the Florida Keys to do the Live Aboard Sea Base, High Adventure 
Trip, sailing and scuba diving.  This year he plans on attending the Philmont High Adventure trip to New Mexico as an 
Adult Leader and is in the process of joining the Venture Scouts in Durham, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Erik has contributed in many community service projects; the Middlefield Lions Club working during fair time, 
and helping with pancake breakfasts.  He has participated in Middlefield’s Old Homes Day Parade, has helped in the 
Special Olympics, and with many events at The Congregations Church of Salem, and;  
 
WHEREAS, for his Eagle Project, with the help of his fellow troop members, constructed four kiosks that contain maps for 
the Connecticut Blue Trails in Durham.  One was placed in the area of Cream Pot and the other on Pisgah Road.  The two 
other kiosks were given to the Connecticut Forest and Parks Association to place where they are needed, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Erik’s interests include Kenpo Karate and currently holds a 3rd Degree Jr. Black Belt.  He also enjoys spending 
time at the Durham Library with friends and going for walks and hiking, and; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN, OF THE TOWN OF DURHAM, ON BEHALF OF THE RESIDENTS OF 
DURHAM, CONGRATULATE: 
 

Erik Michael Johnson, Eagle Scout 
 

For this outstanding accomplishment and extend to him our deepest appreciation for all of his 

dedicated work and wish him the best in all of his future endeavors. 
   
Laura L. Francis          John T. Szewczyk         Steven A. Levy 
First Selectman       Selectman          Selectman 
 
 
Signed this 27th day of April 2015 

 
5. Farmers Market re-authorization 

Claudia White was present and agreed to the terms presented.  S. Levy asked that they try to leave 
some parking available on the first Thursday of every month for Chiefs Council meetings at 6:30. 
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MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO RE-AUTHORIZE THE FARMERS MARKET 
AS DISCUSSED.  ALL AYE 
 

6. Request from Danny Dix, Teamster Horsemen Motorcycle Association for permission to use town roads 
for annual charity motorcycle ride on Sunday, September 13, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT PERMISSION TO DANNY DIX TO 
USE TOWN ROADS FOR ANNUAL CHARITY MOTORCYCLE RIDE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2015 
PENDING RECEIPT OF INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.  ALL AYE 
 

7. Request for permission from the Durham Middlefield Exchange Club on Monday, May 25, 2015: 
a) For special use permission to sell snack and hot dogs from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at Allyn Brook 

Park 
b) For annual Washington Trail road races at 11:00 am starting at Coginchaug Regional High 

School 
 

MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO GRANT PERMISSION TO THE DURHAM 
MIDDLEFIELD EXCHANGE CLUB FOR PERMISSION TO SELL SNACKS AND HOT DOGS FROM 10 AM TO 1 PM 
AT ALLYN BROOK PARK AND TO HOLD ANNUAL WASHINGTON TRAIL ROAD RACES AT 11 AM STARTING 
AT CRHS, ON MONDAY, MAY 25, 2015.  ALL AYE 

 
8. Public Works bid awards: 

a) Road sweeping 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT ROAD SWEEPING BID 
AWARD TO LOWEST BIDDER, A & S ENTERPRISES AT $90/PER HOUR, AS RECOMMENDED BY 
KURT BOBER.  ALL AYE 
 

b) Line striping 
Only (1) bid received; required 2.  The State D.A.S. is currently out to bid on the same item 
with a bid opening date of May 15, 2015.  K. Bober recommended waiting until state process 
is completed before moving forward. 
 

c) Catch basin cleaning 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT CATCH BASIN CLEANING 
BID AWARD TO LOWEST BIDDER, JANETS SWEEPING AT $17/PER BASIN, AS RECOMMENDED BY 
KURT BOBER.  ALL AYE 
 

d) Tandem vibratory asphalt roller 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT TANDEM VIBRATORY 
ASPHALT ROLLER BID AWARD TO LOWEST BIDDER, H.O. PENN COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$37,250 LESS TRADE IN VALUE OF OLD MACHINE OF $6,000 AS RECOMMENDED BY KURT BOBER, 
CONTINGENT ON TOWN MEETING APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM RESERVE.  ALL AYE 
 

9. Revaluation of all Real Property bid award 
Town Assessor John Philip explained that there are three established vendors available for this type 
of bid. (1) Provides tax and assessment software, (1) is the town’s current software vendor and also 
did prior revaluation, and (1) did bid on previous revaluation and were significantly higher and he did 
not know why they did not bid this time.  He noted that the revaluation needs to be done as there is 
no provision to opt out.  He asked the Board for permission to use the alternative bidding option #3 
simple negotiations with appropriate legitimate suppliers.   
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO GRANT PERMISSION TO USE THE 
ALTERNATIVE BIDDING OPTION; SIMPLE NEGOTIATION WITH APPROPRIATE LEGITIMATE SUPPLIERS, AND 
TO AWARD THE REVALUATION OF ALL REAL PROPERTY BID TO TYLER TECHNOLOGIES.  ALL AYE 
 

10. Review and approval of Application for Temporary Signage on the Green 
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The application was reviewed, comments were made and it was agreed that it would be brought back 
to the next meeting for additional discussion. 

11. Set date, time, place, and approve Call to Annual Budget Meeting 
TOWN OF DURHAM 

CALL TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
 

The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING will be 
held in the Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School, at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, May 11, 
2015, to consider the following items: 
 

1. To elect one member to a three-year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of Education, said term 
to expire June 30, 2018. 
 

2. To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory Board, 
said terms to expire June 30, 2017.  
 

3. To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway funds (Transportation 
Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 
2015. 
 

4. To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 in the amount of $6,984,272, less State and Local 
revenues of $1,268,576, for a net town budget of $5,715,696 as recommended by the Board of Finance at 
their meeting of April 27, 2015. 
  

5. To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

6. To authorize the First Selectman to appoint a Historic Properties Study Committee for the purpose of making 
an investigation of the Thomas Lyman House. 
 

7. To transfer no more than $80,000 from #9740 Revaluation Reserve to #6700-487 Revaluation for 2015 
revaluation as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 21, 2015. 
 

8. To transfer up to $8,810 from #9200 Building Maintenance Reserve to #6700-473 Building Maintenance for 
the repair and replacement of the Library roof as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of 
April 21, 2015.   
 

9. To transfer $1,300 from #9210 Reserve for Building Repair to #4000-313 Emergency Management Propane 
Tank for the removal of a tank no longer needed by the town as recommended by the Board of Finance at 
their meeting of April 21, 2015. 
  
Laura L. Francis   John T. Szewczyk  Steven A. Levy    
First Selectman   Selectman  Selectman    
    
Dated in Durham, Connecticut, this 27th day of April 2015 

 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO SET DATE OF MAY 11, 2015, 8:00 P.M., 3RD 
FLOOR MEETING ROOM, TOWN HALL AND APPROVE CALL TO ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING AS 
PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

12. Approval of Board of Selectmen meeting minutes of April 1st and 6th, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE APRIL 1, 2015 MEETING 
MINUTES AS AMENDED.  ALL AYE 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE APRIL 6, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 
AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 

 
13. Selectmen’s comments 

MOTION BY JOHN SZEWCZYK THAT AS OF JANUARY 9, 2013 THE TOWN OF DURHAM IS NOW AN 
AGGRIEVED PARTY AS IT IS SPLIT INTO TWO DIFFERENT ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS WHICH IS CLEARLY AND 
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EXPRESSLY AGAINST XV OF THE CONNECTICUT CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 11/26/1980) AND THAT THE 
TOWN OF DURHAM APPEAL THIS DECISION BY USING ANY AND ALL NECESSARY LEGAL MEANS IN ORDER 
TO BE MADE WHOLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONNECTICUT STATE CONSTITUTION.  NO SECOND.  
MOTION FAILED. 
 
John Szewczyk noted that he would like to volunteer to sit on the interview Board for the Resident 
State Trooper position. 
 

14. Old/New business 
a) The job opening for Resident State Trooper has been posted.  Interview are tentatively set up 

for the last week in May.  Trooper DiGioia and Sargent Calvo will be honored at the Memorial 
Day parade.  L. Francis reiterated that the interview Board for the RST position is chosen by 
the Lieutenant.  

b) L. Francis, members of the Agriculture and Conservation Commissions, Representatives from 
NRCS and CT River Coastal Conservation district took a site walk of the town owned Guilford 
properties today and will be submitting a request for technical assistance from the NRCS for a 
maintenance plan to preserve the river.  They concluded that the town would seek to 
contract with the current person who is haying the field while the maintenance plan is being 
created. 

c) The mass casualty drill after action meeting will be held on May 5th.  The drill on Saturday 
included all public safety department, Region 2 Incident Command, students, Red Cross, 
Middlesex Hospital, and CT State Police. The scenario was a propane explosion. 

d) The Haddam First Selectman and L. Francis chose UConn intern today for the Economic 
Development position pending budget approval. 

e) K. Bober and L. Francis walked the Main Street sidewalks and documented repairs that need 
to be made.  Quotes will be solicited and some work will be done this summer. 

f) L. Francis asked the Selectmen if they would like to hold, cancel or reschedule the May 18th 
meeting as she will be on vacation.  It was decided to wait and put on the next agenda. 

g) Durham and Portland will be piloting Job Market Training through Workforce Alliance this 
summer to help recent graduates navigate job searches.   

h) The statewide EPPI (emergency preparedness and planning initiative) drill will be held on 
October 17-20 this year.  Possible scenario will be centered on school security. 
 

15. Public comment 
Joe Pasquale asked if applications for signs on the Town Green were open to anyone.  L. Francis 
stated that most are for local events with the exception of events happening on the Durham 
Fairgrounds. 
 
J. Pasquale asked if the Board has considered a deed restriction on the Guilford Road property that it 
could never be sold as it was gifted to the town.  L. Francis responded that this has not been 
considered and felt that if they did put restrictions on the property it would put limitations on future 
generations.  
 
J. Pasquale asked if major improvements to Main Street sidewalks could be made when water is 
brought in from Middletown.  L. Francis stated that the sidewalks are the towns’ liability and felt that 
it was not wise to wait to do some of the repairs.  When the waterline is constructed all sidewalks 
affected would be repaired as part of the project. 
 
R. Passavant noted his disagreement on the philosophy of deed restrictions of the Guilford Road 
property but suggested the Board look into wording that may be able to reverse restrictions at a 
referendum if the town chose to do so.  
 
Carlton Stoup asked for a status update on the installation of solar panels at the fire house and if 
there was a penalty clause in the contract.  L. Francis stated she would have make some inquires and 
get back to him. 
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J. Szewczyk asked if the Board of Finance made a decision on the payment of 53rd payroll week in the 
fy15-16 budget.  L. Francis stated that the Board of Finance was meeting as she speaks, and 
understood that a COLA increase was going to be considered to the non-union non-exempt employees 
and an increase in minimum wage was being given to part-time employees.  Her understanding was 
that hourly employees would be given the 53rd week and salaried employees would not. 
 
Clarification: Payroll FY15-16:  the Board of Finance was meeting during this meeting and voted to 
give zero salary increases with the exception of the increase in minimum wage for part time 
employees.  They also voted to approve payment of the 53rd payroll week to non-union non-exempt 
employees, non-union exempt employees, and permanent part-time or monthly employees; library 
assistants only. 
 

16. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Moncata 
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