
Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes 
March 23, 2015 

 

 

Received:  March 30, 2015 
3:12 pm 

Office of the Town Clerk 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2015 
3rd FLOOR MEETING ROOM, TOWN HALL 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 

1. Call to order and roll call 
 Laura Francis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the pledge of allegiance. 
 John Szewczyk and Steve Levy present. 
  

2. Approval of the agenda 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO AMEND THE AGENDA TO ADD APPROVAL 
FOR FIRST SELECTMAN TO ENTER INTO A SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH MOBACTIONGAMES FOR MY TOWN 
TRAILS APP.  ALL AYE 
 

3. Public comment 
Donia Viola asked that her comment from the March 9th meeting be recorded; she stated that raises 
for union and non-union employees not be given.  She also talked about a retraction in the Town 
Times on the vote for the solar project. 
 
Rick Parmelee noted that he is not in support of ever abandoning a road and does not support shared 
services. 
 
Roger Passavant presented the Board with information regarding a slip and fall in December at the 
Prancing Pony.  L. Francis reported that a notice of lawsuit has been received regarding the incident. 
 
R. Kleeman noted that the State of CT notified the town in 2009 of ownership of sidewalks. 
 

4. Animal Control Officer resignation 
L. Francis explained that the current ACO’s work schedule has changed and is prohibitive to the 
position.  S. Levy stated that the Animal Control Search Committee has reconvened and are reaching 
out to prior applicants to see if they are still interested in the position.  He will keep the Board 
informed on the status. 
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE 
RESIGNATION OF JASON STONE AS ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2015.  ALL AYE 
 

5. Recreation Committee appointment 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPOINT REBECCA FINNERTY TO THE 
RECREATION COMMITTEE FOR A 2 YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE IN DECEMBER 2016.  ALL AYE 
 

6. Approval of Records Management Policy and Storage Guidelines  
The Selectmen asked for additional time to review and discuss at the next meeting. 
 

7. Approval of Certified Resolution granting the First Selectman permission to enter into a contract with 
the Connecticut State Library for a Historic Documents Preservation Grant 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY JOHN SZEWCZYK TO APPROVE CERTIFIED RESOLUTION 
GRANTING THE FIRST SELECTMAN PERMISSION TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE CONNECTICUT 
STATE LIBRARY FOR AN HISTORIC DOCUMENTS PRESERVATION GRANT.  ALL AYE 
 

8. Review and approval of Town Procurement Policy 
L. Francis reported that Martin Anderson, Commissioner of the State of CT DAS and member of the 
towns Board of Finance, searched but failed to find any appropriate language in reference to 
bartering.  Finance Director, Maryjane Malavasi also noted that she has no source to get a fair market 
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value.  After discussion by the Board it was determined that bartering would not be included in the 
policy. 
 
There was discussion regarding the Finance Directors request to consider Public Act No. 13-71 that 
allows cities and towns to raise their competitive bidding requirements as of October 1, 2013 to 
$25,000.  J. Szewczyk noted that he was not in favor of the increase.  L. Francis and S. Levy were in 
favor of the increase.   
 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE REQUESTED REVISION OF THE 
INCREASE IN COMPETITIVE BIDDING REQUIREMENTS, SECTION II. BIDDING, REQUIREMENTS TO $25,000 
AND TO EXCLUDE BARTERING REVISION IN THE TOWN PROCUREMENT POLICY.  S. LEVY, L. FRANCIS; 
AYE.  J. SZEWCZYK; NAY 
 

9. Tax refunds – Tabled 
 

10. Approval of Board of Selectmen meeting minutes: 
a. Regular March 2, 2015 

MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
OF MARCH 2, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

b. Regular March 9, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
OF MARCH 9, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  S. LEVY, L. FRANCIS; AYE.  J. SZEWCZYK; NAY. 
 

c. Budget March 9, 2015 
MOTION BY LAURA FRANCIS SECONDED BY STEVE LEVY TO APPROVE BUDGET MEETING MINUTES OF 
MARCH 9, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  ALL AYE 
 

11. Selectmen’s comments 
MOTION BY JOHN SZEWCZYK THAT AS OF JANUARY 9, 2013 THE TOWN OF DURHAM IS NOW AN 
AGGRIEVED PARTY AS IT IS SPLIT INTO TWO DIFFERENT ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS WHICH IS CLEARLY AND 
EXPRESSLY AGAINST XV OF THE CONNECTICUT CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 11/26/1980) AND THAT THE 
TOWN OF DURHAM APPEAL THIS DECISION BY USING ANY AND ALL NECESSARY LEGAL MEANS IN ORDER 
TO BE MADE WHOLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONNECTICUT STATE CONSTITUTION.  NO SECOND.  
MOTION FAILED. 
 
S. Levy stated he felt that signs on the Town Green have gotten out of control.  L. Francis noted that 
there is an application process and would bring it forward for review and discussion. 
 
S. Levy talked about the importance of maintenance on the Park Place property.  L. Francis stated 
that she asked the finance director to forward prior bid package for haying for review. 
 
L. Francis acknowledged that this past week was especially tough due to the unfortunate incident in 
town.  She has received requests from several residents to bring in grief counseling and a community 
gathering is being organized. 
 
J. Szewczyk noted that the dates in the Service Agreement for My Town Trails App needs to be 
corrected.  MOTION BY JOHN SZEWCZYK SECONDED BY LAURA FRANCIS TO TABLE APPROVAL OF THE 
MY TOWN TRAILS APP SERVICE AGREEMENT UNTIL NEXT MEETING.  ALL AYE 
 

12. Old/New business 
a) Mass Casualty exercise will take place on Saturday, April 25th, 8:00 a.m., at the Durham Fair 

Grounds. 
b) L. Francis working with Scott Wright on a request. 
c) Resident State Trooper Peter DiGioia and Sargent Sal Calvo are retiring April 1st.  L. Francis 

met with Lieutenant Arthur Goodale to discuss transition.  It will take approximately 1 month 
to put a new Sargent in place and will then advertise for a new Resident Trooper; test to be 
taken and interview.  A panel will be put in place consisting of the Lieutenant, Sargent, a 
member of the Union, EOO Officer and L. Francis. 
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d) Cemetery Committee and Town Attorney met to discuss relationship issues. 
 

13. Public comment 
 R. Kleeman asked that John Miller be included in the potential candidates for ACO.  He also asked 
 if temporary repairs would be made to Main Street sidewalks until more permanent repairs can be 
 made.  L. Francis noted that this would need to be addressed and that John Miller has already asked 
 to be considered.  
 
 D. Viola as how much the cemetery suit was settled on.  L. Francis stated she would research to see if 
 this was public information.  
 
 D. Viola suggested giving consideration to a lower entry Trooper due to lower compensation and that 
 he/she be qualified for the DARE Program.  L. Francis already addressed these concerns with the 
 Lieutenant. 
 
 D. Viola noted her dismay to see that there have been 12 overdoses in town this year.  L. Francis 
 talked about the Drug Free Community Grant and the Prevention Council.  
 

Mary Wilde asked the Board if they would consider putting restrictions on the Haddam Quarter Brick 
Lane town owned property.  L. Francis cautioned putting any restriction on the property that may 
prohibit future uses. 
 
R. Parmelee expressed his dissatisfaction with the DVAC stating he understood that it took one hour 
to get to an address on Main Street because the ambulance was coming from the far end of 
Wallingford.  He continued by saying he felt this was totally unacceptable, that the department is not 
forthwith with financial records, the town owns the building and ambulance, financially supports 
their budget, and feels the residents are due an explanation.  He requested from the Board the 
number of calls answered, missed, and how many are answered by the DVFD.  

 
14. FY15-16 budget 

L. Francis is working closely with the Board of Finance.  They will be voting on the budget at their 
meeting on Wednesday, March 25th.  L. Francis suggested the Board of Selectmen meet before the 
budget hearing on April 6th to review the budget.  Any items in question can be addressed at the 
budget meeting. 
 

15. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Moncata 


