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Durham Agricultural Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 16th, 2016 

7:00 pm, 3rd floor Meeting Room, Town Hall 

 

 

Members:  Fred Mastele, David Zemelsky, Roger Passavant, Melissa Dziurgot 

 

Alternates:  Dick Porter 

 

Seating:  Dick Porter was seated for Warren Herzig 

 

 

1. Meeting was called to order by Fred Mastele at 7:04 pm and roll call was taken. 

 

2. Motion was made by Roger Passavant and seconded by Melissa Dziurgot to accept   

    the August 16th, 2016 Meeting Agenda.  Passed unanimously. 

 

3. Motion was made by Dick Porter and seconded by David Zemelsky to accept the  

    Minutes of the July 19th, 2016 meeting.  Passed unanimously 

 

4. Public Comment.  There was no public comment. 

 

5. Old Business 

 

    Definition of Agriculture 

 

     The Commission had a long discussion regarding how the definition of agriculture 

applies to possible accessory uses of agricultural properties.  It had been reported that the 

Planning and Zoning Commission had discussed this topic based on a number of 

properties in our community.  For example, the possibility of a winery with an attached 

banquet facility; also the concert series taking place at the Gastler Farm. 

 

After considerable discussion, it was agreed that perhaps these accessory uses truly help 

the overall sustainability of agriculture in our community.  There was also a brief 

dialogue about agri-tourism and how it, too, promotes sustainability.  Joe gave the 

example of Lyman Orchards, a 300 year old farm, that is obviously quite a bit more than 

just a “farm.” 

 



It was decided that our Commission needs to stay pro-active on this topic and that we 

need to be prepared to assist the P&Z Commission if there are future questions or 

concerns regarding agricultural properties. 

 

The overwhelming concern in regards to this topic is ensuring the sustainability of 

agriculture! 

 

 

Guilford Road Properties 

 

   The Commission took up the topic of the proposed Management Plan.  There is one 

paragraph in the proposed draft that quite a few members are concerned with.  It was 

decided that we should change this paragraph.  All Commission members are to submit a 

proposed replacement paragraph and have it ready for discussion at a “Special” Meeting 

of the AgCommission on August 30th, 2016. 

 

Joe had secured aerial photos of the area taken in 1965 to have a basis for comparing the 

condition of the property and the Coginchaug River then with current conditions as 

visible on recent Google Earth photos.  Most Commission members in attendance 

viewing the two sets of photos agreed that there seemed to be very little change over 

time. 

 

 

Durham Grown Signs 

 

  Still waiting to schedule meeting with the Board of Finance. 

 

 

6. New Business 

 

    . Fred reported that the POCD had gone into effect on August 1st, 2016.  The 

document   

      is 123 pages long and is available on the Town of Durham website. 

 

    . Melissa reported more concerns on the State level regarding more money being taken  

      from the Community Investment Act. 

 

    . 500 additional layoffs of State employees. 

 

    . Joe had reported earlier in the meeting on a “call to action” set forth by the First  

      Selectman, Laura Francis.  This “call to action” was sent to all Boards and    

     Commission urging them to stay active working on the goals set forth in our   

     respective POCD chapters. 



 

 

Motion to Adjourn 

 

    Motion was made by Dick Porter and seconded by Melissa Dziurgot.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:19 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


