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Durham Agr icultural Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, Apr il 21, 2015 
7:00 pm, 3rd floor  Meeting Room, Town Hall 

 
 
Members

 

: Melissa Greenbacker, Roger Passavant, Warren Herzig, Fred Mastele,           
        David  Zemelsky 

Alternates
 

:  Dick Porter, Joe Pasquale 

 
1) Meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm and roll call was taken. 
 
2) Motion made by Melissa Greenbacker and seconded by Warren Herzig to accept 

the April 21, 2015 Meeting Agenda, with one minor correction regarding a date.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
3) Motion made by Warren Herzig and seconded by David Zemelsky to accept the 

March 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes with one correction.  In the Updates/Reports 
section, Melissa had reported that the Governor had recommended cutting the 
Community Investment Act by 50%, not the entire State Agricultural Budget.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4) Public Comment 
There was no Public Comment.  However, Melinda Naples was in attendance,  and 
the Commission asked if she would update us on the water storage tank / well issue 
that has been an ongoing problem at Deerfield farm. 
 
5) Old Business 
  

 
Deerfield farm 

There was a long discussion between Melinda Naples and the Ag Commission.  It 
was reported that the Town had done some work on the existing well.  The area 
around the well had been excavated and stone had been installed in the area.  
Melinda reported that Town officials had concerns that the well casing may 
possibly be cracked and this might be where the contamination was occurring. The 



Commission wondered if possibly the casing had been damaged during the 
installation of the water tank due to it close proximity to the well.  Once again, a 
long discussion within in the Commission regarding the location of the water 
storage tank and the contamination of the existing well. 
 
A motion was made by Roger Passavant and seconded by Warren Herzig, as 
follows: 
 
The Agricultural Commission strongly recommends that the Town move the tank 
and repair the existing well.  The existing well had never had a problem until the 
water tank was installed.  The tank location violates State and Local codes, and 
should be drained immediately and properly abandoned as soon as possible.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
Town Owned Properties 

There was a brief discussion regarding the newly acquired properties on Guilford 
Road.  Joe and Roger discussed encumbrances that might be placed on the 
properties.  Joe felt the properties should be used for agriculture, recreation or 
education.  Roger was leery of restricting the use of the properties with the 
encumbrances.  Dick recommended that we “wait and see” what the Board of 
Selectmen propose as a future plan for the properties. 
 

 
Plan of Conservation and Development 

Joe reported that, as yet, nothing has been done. 
 
 
6) New Business 
 

 
PA - 490 

Warren reported that the PA-490 Seminar with Joan Nichols had been rescheduled 
to May 6, 2015 at the Deep Rover Town Hall. 
 

 
Updates / Reports 

Melissa reported that quite a few programs were being cut as part of the budgetary 
cuts to the Community Investment Act.  If the budget passes, 50% of funding for 



the C.I.A. will be cut this year, and the remaining 50% next year.  She reported that 
the budget is truly getting worse. 
 

 
Equine Liability Seminar 

Fred reported on an Equine Liability Seminar that would take place on Sunday, 
April 26, 2015 from 3:00 pm to 6:30 pm at the Eversource Building on the Berlin 
Turnpike. 
 

 
Motion to Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn was made by Melissa Greenbacker and seconded by Roger 
Passavant.  The meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
 
 


