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Durham Agr icultural Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 
7:00 pm, 3rd floor  Meeting Room, Town Hall 

 
 
Members
 

:  Meslissa Greenbacker, Roger Passavant, Warren Herzig, Fred Mastele 

Alternates
 

: Phyllis Naples, Joe Pasquale 

Seating
 

:  Phyllis Naples was seated for David Zemelsky 

 
1) Meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm and roll call was taken. 
 
2) Motion made by Melissa Greenbacker and seconded by Phyllis Naples to accept 

the March 17, 2015 Meeting Agenda.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
3) Motion made by Melissa Greenbacker and seconded by Warren Herzig to accept 

the February 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes with one change requested by Warren.  
In the Deerfield Farm Section of “New Business,” Warren requested that the 
word “immediately” be removed from the last line of the fifth paragraph.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4) Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 
However, there were two Boy Scouts from Troop #33 in the audience, Paul and       
Justin, who were sitting in on the Commission’s Meeting as part of a Merit Badge 
project.  The Commission gave a warm welcome to Paul and Justin. 
 
5) Old Business 
 

 
Town Owned Properties 

Fred reported that he and First Selectman Laura Francis had not yet been in contact 
regarding the two newly acquired Town properties on Guilford Road.  Fred spoke 
on behalf of Joe, who had not arrived at this meeting yet, and said that Joe felt 
these properties should have some sort of Agricultural encumbrances. 
 



Phyllis Naples wondered if community gardens could possibly be set up at these 
locations. 
 
Warren Herzig suggested discussing the matter further with the Conservation 
Commission. 
 

 
Coginchaug River 

Fred and Warren had a brief discussion regarding the possibility of securing some 
Grant money as a starting point in the Coginchaug River cleanup process.  Warren 
did not think there were any Grants available at this time. 
 

 
Plan of Conservation and Development 

Fred is still working on getting the Agricultural Commission involved with the 
POCD.  He stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission does want our 
participation in the future POCD. 
 

 
RAC / PA-490 / Soils Seminar 

Warren reported on a brochure he received at the Regional Agricultural 
Commission meeting, containing a listing of local agricultural operations and 
farms.  He also reported that the PA-490 (Use Value Assessment) meeting with 
Joan Nichols and the Connecticut Farm Bureau had been cancelled and would be 
rescheduled.  He also reported on a Soils Seminar he had attended that was hosted 
by the NCRS.  He found the seminar quite informative.  There was also a brief 
discussion between Warren and Phyllis regarding mulching and tilling. 
 

 
Deerfield Farm 

Melissa inquired about what was going on with the Deerfield Farm well situation. 
Fred reported that he, Roger and Joe had attended the last Board of Selectmen’s 
Meeting to ask that question.  The Board of Selectmen was in the process of 
looking into all the options and was working with the Public Works Department 
and the Health Department to resolve the issue.  They are discussing not only the 
removal and relocation of the tank, but also the relocation of the well for financial 
reasons. 
 
Joe and Roger both recommended leaving the well where it is and returning to the 
original plan to just remove and relocate the tank. 



 
 

 
Updates / Reports 

Melissa reported on a number of topics: 
 
. Community Investment Act - Open Space, agricultural viability. 
. Farm Energy Bills -  Net metering. 
. Livestock Care Board - Vets, Farmers, animal caregivers. 
. Unionization of agricultural works - currently prohibited. 
. Governor’s recommendation to cut State agricultural budget by 50% - this would 
be devastating to agricultural interests. 
 
Fred reported on a number of topics: 
 
. Horse Council to hold an Equine Liability Seminar on April 7, 2015 
. Possible new law that would require all equine facilities to be certified for first-
aid, CPR, and concussion care. 
 
 

 
Motion to Adjourn 

Made by Melissa Greenbacker and seconded by Phyllis Naples.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
 
 
 


