
 
TOWN OF DURHAM 

CALL TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
 

The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING will 
be held in the Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School, at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, 
May 9, 2016, to consider the following items: 
 

 
1. To elect two members to a three-year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of Education, 

said term to expire June 30, 2019. 
 
2. To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory 

Board, said terms to expire June 30, 2018.  
 

3. To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway funds (Transportation 
Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 2016. 

 
4. To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 in the amount of $6,933,635 less State and 

Local revenues of $1,394,391, for a net town budget of $5,539,244 as recommended by the Board of 
Finance at their meeting of April 19, 2016. 

  
5. To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 

 
6. To approve a resolution granting tax fixing to Gerry Group LLC, 422 Main Street. 

 
 
Laura L. Francis John T. Szewczyk Steven A. Levy 
First Selectman Selectman  Selectman 

 
Dated in Durham, Connecticut, this 25th day of April 2016 
 

RETURN OF THE CALL 
 
Return is hereby made, that the Undersigned, on the   day of April caused to be posted on the Public 
Signpost in the Town of Durham, a written warning by the Selectmen, and on   day of April, caused to 
be published in the Middletown Press, a newspaper having a circulation in the Town of Durham, a like 
warning of the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING to be held the 9th day of May 2016. 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
 

Date:   May 9, 2016 
Time:   8:00 pm   
Place:   Town Hall, 3rd Floor Meeting Room 
Moderator:      
Clerk:   Alicia Fonash-Willett, Town Clerk 
Call:   The call to the meeting was accepted as read by the clerk. 
 

Synopsis of Action 
 
 

Meeting opened at 8:07 pm. 
Laura started the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Rosemarie Naples nominated Norm Hicks as Moderator. The nomination was seconded by many with all 
in favor and none opposed. 
The Assistant Town Clerk Alicia Fonash-Willett read the Call and the Return of the Call. 
The Moderator explained the election process. 
Dr. Victor Friedrich made a motion to proceed with a paper ballot, seconded by Molly Nolan. All in favor 
and none opposed. 

 
 



 
Item 1: To elect two members to a three-year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of 
Education, said term to expire June 30, 2019 
 
Motion: by Mr. Moore seconded by Elmer Clark to nominate Dr. Victor Friedrich.            
  
Motion: by Rick Parmelee, seconded by many to nominate Philip Auger.                   
 
Discussion: Moderator asked if any other nominations. Hearing none the nominations were closed.  
Dr. Victor Friedrich addressed the meeting. 
Phil Auger addressed the meeting 
There were no questions asked of the candidates. 

 
Action:  As the positions were uncontested the moderator declared Dr. Victor Friedrich and Philip Auger 
elected. 
 
 
Item 2: To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement 
Advisory Board, said terms to expire June 30, 2018 
 
Motion: by Chris Flanagan, seconded by Laura Francis to nominate Ron Capozzi. 
 
Motion: by Laura Francis, seconded by Lorraine Coe to nominate Dom Delvecchio.    
  
Discussion: There was no discussion or questions for the nominees. 

 
Action:  As the positions were uncontested the moderator declared Ron Capozzi and Dom Delvecchio 
elected. 
 
 
Item 3: To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway funds 
(Transportation Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the Town of Durham for the Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 2016 
 
Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Carlton Stoup. 
 
Discussion: Laura spoke about the item and mentioned no town roads have been added or deleted. 
 
Action: On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed.  
 
 
Item 4: To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 in the amount of $6,933,635 less 
State and Local revenues of $1,394,391, for a net town budget of $5,539,244 as recommended by 
the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 19, 2016 
 
Motion: Motion by Lorraine Coe seconded by Rosemarie Naples 
 
Discussion: The Moderator opened the floor for discussion. 
Mr. George Eames addressed the meeting and made a motion to reduce line item 420170 Middlesex 
Paramedic 7388 to $1.00. Motion seconded by Jim McLaughlin. Mr. McLaughlin spoke to the motion. 
Laura Francis spoke about the Paramedic and explained there is critical need for the operating line item. 
 
The Moderator asked if there was further discussion. Peggy Long, John Szewczyk, Lorraine Coe, Sue 
Wimler and Robert Poliner addressed the meeting.  
There was no further discussion. 
 
The Moderator referred the meeting to the original motion and asked for discussion. 
Laura Francis addressed meeting regarding budget items.  
Martin French, Tax Collector spoke on the need for the town to strike a balance in payroll wages between 
elected, union and non-union employees.  
There was discussion by Rick Parmelee and Tom Wimler regarding Durham Ambulance. 



The moderator called for point of order and reminded members of the audience that comment should only 
be directed on the line items in the budget. 
 
Dr. Victor Friedrich called to move the question. Molly Nolan Seconded. 
 
Motion:  Motion to reduce line item 420170 Middlesex Paramedic 7388 to $1.00 made by Mr. George 
Eames seconded by Jim McLaughlin.      . 
 
Action: Motion to vote to reduce line item 420170 Middlesex Paramedic 7388 to $1.00. With a show of 
hands vote of 35 in favor and 41 in opposition the motion failed. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Victor Friedrich called to move the question. Molly Nolan Seconded.  
 
Action: On a voice vote with all in favor and none in opposition the motion to adopt a total town budget 
for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 in the amount of $6,933,635 less State and Local revenues of $1,394,391, for 
a net town budget of $5,539,244 as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 19, 
2016 as presented passed. 
 
Item 5: To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
Motion: Motion by Laura Francis  seconded by Dr. Victor Friedrich 
 
Discussion: Laura Francis explained the capital improvements.  
 
Action: On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed.  
 
 
Item 6: To approve a resolution granting tax fixing to Gerry Group LLC, 422 Main Street. 
 
Motion: Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Robert Francis 
 
Discussion: John Szewczyk and Roger Kleeman addressed the meeting. With no further discussion there 
was a call to vote. 
 
Action: On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed. 
 
Adjourn: Motion made by many, seconded by Dr. Victor Friedrich motion passed and meeting adjourned 
at 9:43pm. 
 
Minutes Submitted by: Alicia C. Fonash-Willett, Assistant Town Clerk 
 



 



 







 
 

 
 
 
 



 


