
TOWN OF DURHAM 
CALL TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 

 

The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
will be held in the Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School, at 8:00 p.m. on 
Monday, May 11, 2015, to consider the following items: 

 

1. To elect one member to a three-year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of Education, 
said term to expire June 30, 2018. 

 

2. To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory 
Board, said terms to expire June 30, 2017.  
 

3. To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway funds (Transportation 
Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 2015. 

 

4. To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 in the amount of $6,984,272, less State and 
Local revenues of $1,268,576, for a net town budget of $5,715,696 as recommended by the Board 
of Finance at their meeting of April 27, 2015. 

  

5. To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

6. To authorize the First Selectman to appoint a Historic Properties Study Committee for the purpose 
of making an investigation of the Thomas Lyman House. 

 

7. To transfer no more than $80,000 from #9740 Revaluation Reserve to #6700-487 Revaluation for 
2015 revaluation as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 21, 2015. 

 

8. To transfer up to $8,810 from #9200 Building Maintenance Reserve to #6700-473 Building 
Maintenance for the repair and replacement of the Library roof as recommended by the Board of 
Finance at their meeting of April 21, 2015.   

 

9. To transfer $1,300 from #9210 Reserve for Building Repair to #4000-313 Emergency Management 
Propane Tank for the removal of a tank no longer needed by the town as recommended by the 
Board of Finance at their meeting of April 21, 2015. 

 

Laura L. Francis  John T. Szewczyk   Steven A. Levy    
First Selectman  Selectman     Selectman    
      

Dated in Durham, Connecticut, this 27th day of April 2015 
 
 

RETURN OF THE CALL 
 

Return is hereby made, that the Undersigned, on the 28th day of April caused to be posted on the 
Public Signpost in the Town of Durham, a written warning by the Selectmen, and on 30th day of April, 
caused to be published in The Middletown Press, a newspaper having a circulation in the Town of 
Durham, a like warning of the ANNUAL BUDGET  MEETING to be held the 11th day of May 2015. 
 

Laura L. Francis, First Selectman 
 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET  MEETING 
 

Date:   May 11, 2015  
Time:   8:00 pm   
Place:   Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School 
Moderator:  Norm Hicks    
Clerk:   Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 
Call:   The call to the meeting was accepted as read by the clerk. 
 

Joe Dooley, retired FBI, presented recently retired Resident State Trooper Peter DiGioia with a plaque 
in recognition of his service to the Town of Durham.  Joe commented that he moved to Durham with his 
family in 1998 the year Peter became Durham’s first Resident State Trooper and they worked together  
over the past 17 years.  The audience gave Trooper DiGioia a standing ovation and round of applause.  



Laura Francis added that Sgt. Calvo also retired and both Trooper DiGioia and Sgt. Calvo will be 
participating in Durham’s Memorial Day parade. 
 

Motion by Rosemarie Naples, seconded by a few to nominate Norm Hicks as Moderator.  Motion 
passed. 
 

Norm took a moment to honor the memory of Dave Montgomery, former Town Meeting Moderator, who 
passed away in January.  Norm stated this is the first Town Meeting since Dave’s passing and he 
thought it fitting to recognize Dave’s many years of service not only to the town but as a mentor to him.  
Norm asked that everyone stand for a moment of reflection in honor of Dave’s service to the Town of 
Durham.   
 

Motion by Rick Parmelee, seconded by Marianne Boord to approve the call.  With none in opposition 
the Moderator declared the motion passed. 
 

Synopsis of Action 
 

Item 1:   To elect one member to a three-year term on the Regional School District 
#13 Board of Education, said term to expire June 30, 2018. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Martin French to nominate Eileen Buckheit. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Mike Finnerty to nominate Francis Willett. 
 

Motion:  Motion made, seconded and passed with none in opposition to close nominations. 
 

Discussion : Martin French, Joe Pasquale and Mike Doyle spoke in favor of Eileen Buckheit. 
Mike Finnerty, Kurt Bober and Maryann Boord spoke in favor of Francis Willett. 
Both candidates were present and spoke on their own behalves.   Candidates fielded 
questions from the audience.  The Moderator stated the vote would be by paper ballot 
Registrars of Voters, Karen Cheyney and Pam Lucashu were present and Pam 
Lucashu, Registrar of Voters, explained the voting procedures.   

 

    The Registrars reported that 195 votes were cast with the following results: 
 

         90   votes cast for   Eileen Buckheit   
 

       105   votes cast for   Francis Willett    
 

The moderator declared   Francis Willett   elected. 
 
 

Item 2:   To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield 
Interlocal Agreement Advisory Board, said terms to expire June 30, 2017. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Bob Fulton to nominate Chris Flanagan. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Bob Poliner to nominate Bob Czarnecki.  
 

Motion:  Motion by Henry Coe, seconded by Rosemarie Naples to close nominations. 
 

Action:   With one in opposition, the moderator declared nominations closed. 
 

Discussion: Bob Fulton spoke in favor of Chris Flanagan.  Bob Poliner spoke in favor of Bob 
Czarnecki.  Candidates declined to speak.  
 

Action:    On a voice vote with none in opposition the moderator declared Chris Flanagan elected. 
    On a voice vote with none in opposition the moderator declared Bob Czarnecki elected. 

 

Item 3:   To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway 
Funds (Transportation Infrastructure) that may be due and available to the Town  
of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015. 

 



Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Kurt Bober. 
 

Discussion: Laura reported there were no miles of roads added and none deleted. 
 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion 
  unanimously passed.  

 

Item 4:   To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 in the amount of 
    $6,984,272, less State and Local revenues of $1,268,576, for a net town budget of  
    $5,715,696 as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 27,  
    2015. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Loraine Coe seconded by Laura Francis. 
 

Discussion: Loraine Coe, Chairman Board of Finance, thanked the townspeople for their participation 
in the Budget Hearing and subsequent Board of Finance meetings.  The Board of  
Finance listened to the concerns of the citizens and reduced some of the line items 
keeping in mind what is best for the town.  Loraine reviewed some of the changes made  
by the Board of Finance.   
 

Concerns expressed by those present included: 
 

• Rising costs of government 
• Elderly people leaving town 
• Increased cost of legal expenses 
• Reduction of Economic Development Commission budget 
• Cost of benefits 
• Ambulance budget 

 

Motion:  Motion by Rick Parmelee seconded by Frank Behrens to reduce line item # 4030 to 
$7,741 

 

Discussion: Rick Parmelee stated the Ambulance Corps is not volunteer anymore, that the members 
get paid for calls and the Corps has not been forthcoming with its finances.  Andy 
Meiman, Volunteer Ambulance Corps member, stated he is offended by the motion to 
reduce this line item.  He reported that Durham is one of the last volunteer ambulance 
service corps in the state to go to billing and there are fire organizations that also do 911 
billing.  A lot of town volunteer services do this same billing.   
 

Andy added that Ambulance revenue is used as a stipend to entice Durham Volunteer 
service to keep volunteers on staff and to encourage volunteer hours.  This has been the 
case for years and stipends are not a salary.  A lot of volunteer ambulance and fire 
organizations in Connecticut towns are using a stipend and billing system.  Membership 
is a struggle in Durham as it is in other towns. 

 

Tom Wimler, Chief, Ambulance Corps, stated he has offered to open his books in the 
past to anyone who asks.  The town receives 990’s from the Ambulance Corps every 
year.  Tom explained how the billing and stipend program came about.  He added the 
Durham Volunteer Ambulance Corps does not do aggressive billing.    

 

Motion:    Motion made and seconded to call the question. 
 

Action:   On a voice vote, with a few in opposition, the motion to cease debate on the amendment 
    passed.  
 

Action:   On a voice vote, with the majority opposed, and several in favor, the Moderator declared 
the motion to reduce line item #4030 to $7,741, DEFEATED. 

 

    Discussion continued on the budget line items. 
 

Motion:  Motion made by a couple, seconded by Etzie Heyl, and passed, with a few in opposition, 



to move the question. 
 

Action:   As a voice vote was inconclusive, the moderator asked for a show of hands vote on the 
budget.  By a show of hands with 70 in favor and 21 opposed, the moderator declared 
the budget passed. 

 

Item 5:   To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Kurt Bober. 
 

Discussion: A five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan is adopted each year to allow the 
town to be eligible every year for available funding. 

 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed.  
 

Item 6:   To authorize the First Selectman to appoint a Historic Properties Study 
Committee for the purpose of making an investigation of the Thomas Lyman 
House. 

 

Motion:  Motion by  Laura Francis seconded by several. 
 

Discussion: Laura explained the Thomas Lyman House on Middlefield Road is one of the most  
historic properties in Durham.  The Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation sold the 
property to a private citizen with preservation restrictions and covenants attached.  
There is a statutory process in place to establish a Historic Property, much like the 
Historic District was established.  The first step in the process is to appoint a Historic 
Properties Study Committee.  If the Study Committee determines there is merit, then the 
process continues which will include a public hearing to invite public comment.  If the 
timeline moves forward and all steps are approved, then an Administering Board would 
be formed.  The statute requires 5 regular members and 3 alternates.  Citizens have 
already stepped forward who are interested in volunteering for this board.   

 

The benefit to having the property designated a historical property is the ability to 
preserve it.  If this motion fails, the process cannot proceed. 

 

Question asked, will the town incur expenses for this process?  Laura answered, other 
than the legislative process, no. 

 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed 
    unanimously.  

 

Item 7:   To transfer no more than $80,000 from #9740 Revaluation Reserve to 
#6700-487 Revaluation for 2015 revaluation as recommended by the Board of  
Finance at their meeting of April 21, 2015. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Loraine Coe. 
 

Discussion: Laura Francis stated this is a statistical reval and we may not need all of the money  
which also includes a technology upgrade. 

 

Action:   On a voice vote, with one in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed. 
  

Item 8:   To transfer up to $8,810 from #9200 Building Maintenance Reserve to 
#6700-473 Building Maintenance for the repair and replacement of the Library roof 
as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 21, 2015. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Carlton Stoup. 
 

Discussion: The bid process is for the repair and replacement of the Library roof.   
 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed. 
  



Item 9:   To transfer $1,300 from #9210 Reserve for Building Repair to #4000-313 
Emergency Management Propane Tank for the removal of a tank no longer needed 
by the town as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 21, 
2015. 

 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by Carlton Stoup and Francis Willett. 
 

Discussion: Francis Willett explained that the generator was moved from the fairgrounds to Town 
Hall.  The Emergency Operations Center is now located at Town Hall.  The tank was 
offered to the Fair Association but they have no need for it. 

  

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed.  
 

Motion   Motion made, seconded and passed, with one in opposition, to waive the reading  
& Action:  of the minutes. 
 

Adjourn:  Motion made, seconded and passed to adjourn at 10:40 p.m. 
 

Attest:   Kim Garvis 

   Town Clerk 
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