
CALL TO A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF DURHAM 

 

A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING of the Electors and Citizens qualified to vote at Town Meetings of the 
Town of Durham will be held in the 3rd Floor Meeting Room, Town Hall, on Monday, January 12th, 
2015 at 8:00 p.m. for the following purpose: 
 

1. To transfer a total of $105,700 from the Reserve Fund as recommended by the Board of 
Finance at their December 16, 2014 meeting: 

 

Up to $33,400 from #9200 Building Maintenance Reserve to the following accounts: 
$   5,800 #6700-473 Town Hall Building Maintenance  
$ 10,000 #6700-496 Ambulance Building Maintenance 
$ 12,600 #6700-497 Library Building Maintenance 
$   5,000 #6700-508 Fire Company Building Maintenance 
 

Up to $12,000 from #9210 Unanticipated Building Maintenance and $58,000 from #9645 
Library Roof Reserve to #6700-497 Library Building Maintenance. 
 

Up to $2,300 from #9630 Fire Dept. Equipment Reserve to #2568-452 Facilities Building 
Maintenance. 
 

2. To transfer up to $30,000 from #9580 Apparatus Reserve to #6700-474 CIP-Fire Apparatus for 
the purchase of 4,600 feet of 5” supply hose.  Funds to be returned to the reserve fund upon 
reimbursement for hose returned to Mercedes Textiles.  As recommended by the Board of 
Finance at their December 16, 2014 meeting. 

 

3. To transfer $7,006 from #9150 Ambulance OSHA Gear Reserve to #6700-493 Ambulance CIP 
for the purchase of rescue coats and pants as recommended by the Board of Finance at their 
December 16, 2014 meeting. 
 

4. To adopt a Resolution of Endorsement and Authorization for Uniform Chart of Accounts. 
 

Laura L. Francis, First Selectman 
John T. Szewczyk, Selectman 
Steven A. Levy, Selectman 

 
RETURN OF THE CALL 

 

Return is hereby made, that the Undersigned, on the 26th day of December caused to be posted on 
the Public Signpost in the Town of Durham, a written warning by the Selectmen, and on the 2nd day of 
January, caused to be published in the Middletown Press, a newspaper having a circulation in the 
Town of Durham, a like warning of the SPECIAL TOWN MEETING to be held the 12th day of January 
2015. 

Laura L. Francis, First Selectman 
 
 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
 

Motion made, seconded and passed to elect Norm Hicks Moderator. 
Motion by Rick Parmelee, seconded by Steve Levy to approve the call.  None in opposition. 
 
The Moderator extended sympathies to the family of Phil Rich who passed away this week.  He stated 
that Phil was very involved in the Durham community and the Durham Fair Association.  The 
Moderator asked for a moment of silence. 
 
Date:  January 12, 2015 
Time:  8:00 pm   
Place:  Town Hall, 3rd Floor Meeting Room 



Moderator: Norm Hicks    
Clerk:  Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 
Call:  The call to the meeting was accepted as read by the clerk. 
 

Synopsis of Action 
 
Item 1:   To transfer a total of $105,700 from the Reserve Fund as recommended by the 

Board of Finance at their December 16, 2014 meeting: 
 

Up to $33,400 from #9200 Building Maintenance Reserve to the following 
accounts: 

$   5,800 #6700-473 Town Hall Building Maintenance  
$ 10,000 #6700-496 Ambulance Building Maintenance 
$ 12,600 #6700-497 Library Building Maintenance 
$   5,000 #6700-508 Fire Company Building Maintenance 
 

Up to $12,000 from #9210 Unanticipated Building Maintenance and $58,000 from 
#9645 Library Roof Reserve to #6700-497 Library Building Maintenance. 
 

Up to $2,300 from #9630 Fire Dept. Equipment Reserve to #2568-452 Facilities 
Building Maintenance. 

 

Motion: Motion by Steve Levy, seconded by John Szewczyk 
 

Discussion: Maryjane Malavasi, Finance Director, stated this is money that was put in the  
Reserve Fund through the budget process.  Town meeting approval is required to 
transfer the money out of the Reserve Fund.  She reviewed several maintenance items 
which included the Town Hall, Ambulance, Library and Fire House buildings.  Proper 
bidding will be obtained for appropriate projects.  To a question asked about how much 
money is in reserve, Maryjane answered there is approximately $200,000 in reserve.   

 

Action:  On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared motion passed. 
  

Item 2:   To transfer up to $30,000 from #9580 Apparatus Reserve to #6700-474 CIP-Fire 
Apparatus for the purchase of 4,600 feet of 5” supply hose.  Funds to be returned 
to the reserve fund upon reimbursement for hose returned to Mercedes Textiles.  
as recommended by the Board of Finance at their December 16, 2014 meeting. 

 

Motion: Motion by Nate Ravid, seconded by Rick Parmelee. 
 

Discussion: Nate Ravid reported that the current hose is not adequate for service and needs  
to be replaced.  Maryjane Malavasi explained this motion is two-fold:  1) to approve the 
purchase of the new hose, and, 2) to apply any reimbursement back into the reserve 
fund. 
 

Action:  On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed.  
 

Item 3:   To transfer $7,006 from #9150 Ambulance OSHA Gear Reserve to #6700-493 
Ambulance CIP for the purchase of rescue coats and pants as recommended by 
the Board of Finance at their December 16, 2014 meeting. 

 

Motion: Motion by John Szewczyk, seconded by Jennifer Kinzel. 
 

Discussion: Loraine Coe, Chairman, Board of Finance, explained this is the same motion that 
was presented at the September 8, 2014 Special Town Meeting.  These funds were 
approved at the Annual Budget Meeting through the normal budget process and placed 
into the Reserve Fund.  The Ambulance Corps came before the Board of Finance and 
asked that this item be presented again at Town Meeting for approval. 
 



Tom Wimler stated there were other meetings the night of September 8th and members 
of the Ambulance Corps were unable to attend that Special Town Meeting.  He added, 
this is the same request that has been made in the past to the town for funds to cover 
the purchase of gear that meets OSHA requirements. 
 

Loraine Coe added that over the past year the Ambulance Corps and Board of Finance 
have worked together towards more transparency.  Andy Meiman explained that 
Durham is similar to other towns in that members receive a small stipend for calls, and 
the town funds purchases of equipment and gear.   

 

Action:  On a voice vote, with one in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed. 
 

Item 4:   To adopt a Resolution of Endorsement and Authorization for Uniform Chart 
of Accounts 

 

Motion: Motion by John Szewcyzk, seconded by Steve Levy 
 

Discussion: Maryjane Malavasi explained that a law was passed requiring municipalities to report 
financial information electronically to the Office of Policy and Management.  A grant is 
being offered by the State of Connecticut to help with the cost of this new reporting 
mandate.   

 
 

Uniform Chart of Accounts (UCOA) 

Resolution of Endorsement and Authorization 
 

The Legislative Body of the Town of Durham convened on January 12, 2015 and adopted a 

resolution by the vote of 25 to 0 which endorsed the Town’s participation in (select one): 

 

UCOA Conversion Grant Program  

 

Small Localities Financial Accounting System Collaboration Grant Program  

 

administered by the Office of Policy and Management in accordance with Sections 87 and 328 

of Public Act 13-247.  In addition, the Legislative Body has authorized Laura L. Francis, First 

Selectman of Durham, to act on this endorsement by submitting a proposal and performing 

necessary administrative actions to enter into a binding agreement with the Office of Policy 

and Management according to the terms of the UCOA grant program.  Such proposal is 

attached to and made a part of this record. 

 

 

Action:  By a show of hands, with with twenty-five in favor and none opposed, the moderator 
declared the motion passed.  

 
Motion  Motion by John Szewczyk, seconded by Steve Levy with two in opposition, to waive  
& Action: the reading of the minutes. 
 
Adjourn: Motion made, seconded and passed to adjourn at 8:27 p.m. 
 
Attest:  Kim Garvis 

  Town Clerk 

 

 

☒ 


