
TOWN OF DURHAM  

CALL TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 

The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 

will be held in the Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School, at 8:00 p.m. on 

Monday, May 12, 2014, to consider the following items: 

1. To elect three members to a three-year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of 
Education, said terms to expire June 30, 2017. 
 

2. To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory 
Board, said term to expire June 30, 2016.  

 
3. To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid highway funds (Transportation 

Infrastructure) this may be due and available to the Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 2014. 

 
4. To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 in the amount of $6,930,370, less State and 

local revenues of $1,254,006, for a net town budget of $5,676,364 as recommended by the Board 
of Finance at their meeting of April 22, 2014. 

 
5.  To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan. 

6. To transfer $9,000 from #9345 Conservation/Barn Reserve to #6700-485 CIP Conservation for the 
painting of the barn, silo, and grain silo at Deerfield Farm as recommended by the Board of Finance 
at their meeting on January 21, 2014. 
 

7. To transfer $5,000 from #9210 Building Repair-Unanticipated Reserve to #6700-473 Building 
Maintenance for the emergency repair of the door monitoring system at Town Hall as 
recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting on January 21, 2014. 

 
8. To transfer $12,500 from #9630 Planning & Zoning POCD to #6700-513 Planning & Zoning POCD 

for GIS mapping services and chapter review of the Plan of Conservation and Development as 
recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting on April 22, 2014. 

 
Laura L. Francis       
First Selectman        
 
John T. Szewczyk 
Selectman 
 
Steven A. Levy 
Selectman 
 
Dated in Durham, Connecticut, this 22nd day of April 2014 

 
 

RETURN OF THE CALL 
 

Return is hereby made, that the Undersigned, on the 23rd day of April caused to be posted on the 
Public Signpost in the Town of Durham, a written warning by the Selectmen, and on the 1st day of May, 
caused to be published in The Middletown Press, a newspaper having a circulation in the Town of 
Durham, a like warning of the ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING to be held the 12th day of May, 2014. 
 
Laura L. Francis, First Selectman 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 

Date:   May 12, 2014 
Time:   8:00 pm   
Place:   Julian B. Thayer Auditorium, Coginchaug Regional High School 
Moderator:  Bruce Chaplin   
Clerk:   Kim Garvis, Town Clerk 
Call:   The call to the meeting was accepted as read by the clerk with minor corrections. 
 
 
Motion by Bob Poliner, seconded by Elmer Clark to nominate Bruce Chaplin as moderator. 
Motion made, seconded and passed to close nominations. 
On a voice vote with none in opposition, Bruce Chaplin elected moderator. 
 
 



Synopsis of Action 
 

Item 1:   To elect three members to a three-year term on the Regional School District 
#13 Board of Education, said terms to expire June 30, 2017. 

  
Motion:  Motion by Henry Coe to nominate Norm Hicks. 
Motion:   Motion by Katie Forline to nominate Bob Fulton. 
Motion:  Motion by Karrie Strickland to nominate Kerrie Flanagan. 
Motion:  Motion by Mary Taylor to nominate Bob Castiglia. 
 
Motion:  Motion by Chuck Stengel, seconded by a few, to close nominations.  Motion 
& Action:  passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion: Henry Coe spoke in favor of Norm Hicks.  Katie Forline spoke in favor of 

Bob Fulton.  Karrie Strickland spoke in favor of Kerrie Flanagan.  Bob Poliner spoke in 
behalf of Bob Castiglia.  All candidates were present.  Bob Castiglia spoke on his own 
behalf. 
 
Bob Poliner asked the Board of Education Chairman why the “C” ranking of Korn and 
CRHS wasn’t better communicated to the public.  Kerrie Flanagan responded that the 
Board of Education regularly discusses state rankings as well as other assessment data.  
She added that this is the first year the state is giving these types of district performance 
ranking measurements.  Each school was given a performance ranking; some higher 
than others.  This issue was not downplayed and the Board of Education minutes reflect 
discussion regarding this issue.   As Chairman of the Board of Education she has 
worked to open up access to the public. 
 

Motion:  Motion made and seconded to close debate. 
 
Motion:  Motion made, seconded and passed to lay on the table the closing of debate so that  
    discussion could continue. 

 
Rick Parmelee stated he is opposed to activity fees and feels that every student should 
be given equal access to activities.  He is concerned with decreased enrollment not 
resulting in lower tax bills.  Rick commended Kerrie Flanagan for opening access to the 
Board of Education. 
 
The moderator clarified qualifications for eligibility to vote for candidates and eligibility to 
vote property rights on later budget items. 
 
Victor Friedrich, BOE member, spoke in favor of Kerrie Flanagan, Norm Hicks and Bob 
Fulton.  He stated it would be difficult to complete the initiatives that have begun 
including common core, review of the use of school buildings, etc. without the continuity 
of the current board. 
 
A couple of citizens commented that a different perspective with a new candidate on the 
board would be beneficial. 
 
Eileen Buckheit, newest BOE member stated she has learned much in her two years on 
the board and expects to learn much more.  She added two years on the board is not 
enough time to learn all that is needed.  She has extraordinary respect for Kerrie and the 
other board members for all the time and effort they give to this board.  People who are 
seasoned leaders are very much needed on the Board of Education.  Eileen continued 
that Kerrie, Norm and Bob have worked very hard and they deserve to be re-elected. 
 
Anita Vincent asked if Bob Castiglia had attended any Board of Education meetings and 
Bob responded no. 
 

Motion:  Motion, made, seconded and passed to close debate. 
 
Action:   Results of the paper ballot vote: 
 

 73 votes for Norm Hicks 
  78 votes  for Bob Fulton 
 85 votes  for Kerrie Flanagan 
 29 votes  for Bob Castiglia 
 

The moderator declared Norm Hicks, Bob Fulton and Kerrie Flanagan elected to a three-
year term on the Regional School District #13 Board of Education, said term to expire 
June 30, 2017. 
 



Item 2:   To elect two members to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield  
Interlocal Agreement Advisory Board, said term to expire June 30, 2016.  
 

Motion:  Motion by Bob Fulton to nominate Ron Capozzi. 
Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis to nominate Dom Delvecchio.  
 
        
Discussion: Both candidates were present.  There was no discussion. 

 
Action:    By a standing vote, the moderator declared Ron Capozzi and Dom Delvecchio elected 

to a two-year term on the Durham-Middlefield Interlocal Agreement Advisory Board, said 
term to expire June 30, 2016.  
 

Item 3:   To authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any and all Town Aid 
Highway funds (Transportation Infrastructure) that may be due and available to 
the Town of Durham for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2014 

 
Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis seconded by a few. 
 
Discussion: Laura Francis reported there were no additions or deletions to the town aid road 

list.   The TR37 list comprising approximately 34 miles of town roads is used to 
determine how much state aid the Town of Durham will receive. 
 
In response to a question, Laura answered that Pickett Lane is a private road owned by 
Regional School District 13. 
 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion 
passed.  
 

Item 4:   To adopt a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 in the amount of 
$6,930,370, less State and local revenues of $1,254,006, for a net town budget of 
$5,676,364 as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting of April 22, 
2014 
 

Motion:  Motion made and seconded by a few.  
 
Discussion: Concerns and or questions of the public included: 
 

• Is money expected back from RSD13?  No    
 

•  This is a sizeable increase in the town budget and the town budget should be voted  
 on by referendum. 

     
• Roger Kleeman asked for clarification of Line Item 805 Recreation Department Cash 

Receipts and stated that he has asked this question before.  Maryjane Malavasi, 
Finance Director replied this number changes from year to year.  The majority of the 
revenue that comes in goes back out to pay for recreation programs. 

     
Action:   On a voice vote with a few in opposition, the moderator declared the motion to 

approve a total town budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015  in the amount of $6,930,370,  
less State and local revenues of $1,254,006, for a net town budget of  
$5,676,364 as recommended by the Board of Finance passed. 

 
Item 5:   To adopt a five-year Local Capital Improvement Plan.  
 
Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by Rosemarie Naples. 
 
Discussion: Laura Francis explained this is a document that is sent to the state and is a requirement 

in order to receive LOCIP funds. The state utilizes this plan to allocate local capital 
improvement funds to each community.   It is a conceptual plan but nothing is 
implemented without further review and town meeting approval. 

 
Question asked why $2 million is allocated for Open Space purchase.  Laura answered 
this figure is based on the last purchase of open space that was over $1 million dollars. 

 
Action:   On a voice vote, with one in opposition, the moderator declared the motion 

passed. 
  

Laura Francis, First Selectman asked that Item 6 and Item 7 be modified to show the correct date of the 
Board of Finance Meeting which was January 28th not January 21st.  Correction made to Items 6 and 7. 
 



Item 6:   To transfer $9,000 from #9345 Conservation/Barn Reserve to #6700-485 
CIP Conservation for the painting of the barn, silo, and grain silo at Deerfield Farm 
as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting on January 28, 2014. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by a few . 
 
Discussion: To a question asked if bids were obtained, Laura Francis answered per the  

Procurement Policy three written quotes were required and three bids were submitted.  
This is the lowest of the three bids. 

 
Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion 

passed. 
 

Item 7:   To transfer $5,000 from #9210 Building Repair-Unanticipated Reserve to 
#6700-473 Building Maintenance for the emergency repair of the door monitoring 
system at Town Hall as recommended by the Board of Finance at their meeting on 
January 28, 2014. 

 
Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by a few.  

Discussion: No debate. 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed. 

Item 8:    To transfer $12,500 from #9630 Planning & Zoning POCD to #6700-513 
Planning & Zoning POCD for GIS mapping services and chapter review of the Plan 
of Conservation and Development as recommended by the Board of Finance at 
their meeting on April 22, 2014. 
 

Motion:  Motion by Laura Francis, seconded by Steven Levy. 

Discussion: Laura Francis explained that every ten years all towns in the state are required to 
update the Plan of Conservation and Development.  This update is due next year.  
$25,000 is already in the Reserve Fund and half is being requested tonight to start the 
process of review.  The maps will be available to everyone when completed. 
 

Action:   On a voice vote, with none in opposition, the moderator declared the motion passed. 

Motion   Motion made, seconded and passed, with two in opposition, to waive the 
& Action:  reading of the minutes. 
 
Adjourn:  Motion made, seconded and passed to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Attest:   Kim Garvis  
    Town Clerk 
 
 
(Mil Rate of  33.22 set by the Board of Finance at its May 12, 2014 meeting) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Five Year Capital Improvement Plan (see next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


